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APRIL LUNCHEON/MEETING RESERVATION FORM 
THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2011 

THE LODGE AT SONOMA 
11:00 am registration,  

Invite a friend for lunch (and have them become a member) 

NAME_____________________ NAME OF GUEST _____________________ 

$30 per lunch due by Sunday, April 10th 
PLEASE INDICATE YOUR CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING LUNCH MENU: 

 

PAYABLE TO:   
Sonoma Valley Republican Women (SVRWF), 

P.O. BOX 875, Sonoma, CA 95476 
 

OR CALL/EMAIL (if your check will be late):  Cecelia Dahl, 939-1029 or dahlhouse476@comcast.net 
A RESERVATION MADE, IS A RESERVATION PAID  

(no refunds unless canceled four days prior to the event) 

ADVOCACY DAY  
MON-TUE, APRIL 18-19 

SACRAMENTO 

Fourth generation California winemaker, 
August Sebastiani was born and raised in 
Sonoma  in and graduated from Justin 
Siena High School in Napa.  He earned a 
bachelors degree in political science from 
Santa Clara University, where he also 
studied marketing.  In 2004 he joined his 
father and older brother at Don Sebas-
tiani & Sons as Managing Director of the 
then fledgling The Other Guys (TOG) divi-
sion, where he oversaw the development 
of and transition towards a direct-to-trade 
business model and worked in market and 
brand management, chain management 
and wholesale distribution.  During his 
tenure as managing director, TOG grew 
from an annual case production of 5000 
to 110,000.  Sebastiani also served a four 
year term on the City Council, elected in 
2006.  Unfortunately Aug was pretty 
much the only conservative on the Coun-
cil.  Pretty lonely for him, but he kept to 
his beliefs.  Aug was slated as the next 
Mayor of Sonoma, but he declined and 

chose to spend more time with his grow-
ing young family. 

August and his wife and girls are now ex-
pecting a 3rd baby sometime around May 
14th, 2011.   

In his “spare time”, August has applied his 
talents to the Board of the Boys and Girls 
Club.  He has been involved there for over 
a year and has valiantly tried to upgrade 
their facilities.  

As he has been quoted, ”I’m conservative 
at the roots of everything, and I made 
that clear.  I believe in passing a balanced 
budget and working hard to manage 
growth of both the community and the 
government… I really focused on making 
sure what the council does is appropriate 
for the council to do.” 

Thank goodness for our conservative 
friend and we welcome him as our speak-
er on April 14th. 

VEGETARIAN (DETAILS TBD)  _____ _____ Baby Iceberg Wedge, Blue Cheese 
Dressing, Pot Roast, Roasted Seasonal 
Vegetable, Seasonal Fruit Crisp 

Luncheon Meeting 
Thursday, April 14, 2011 

The Lodge at Sonoma, 1325 Broadway 
11 AM Registration, Speaker 11:30 AM, Lunch to follow 
Special Guest:  August Sebastiani 

Republican, Family Man, Businessman, Former City 
Councilman, Volunteer, and so much more……. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Seal_Of_The_President_Of_The_Unites_States_Of_America.svg
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Inside SVRWF/Local News 

President — Willi Vaughn 

I've heard many wonderful comments about our 
March speaker, Sally Zelikovsky.  I was so very 
sorry to have missed it but decided it best that I 
not share my germs with the group.  A big Thank 
You to Tina Grippi for obtaining this knowledgea-

ble and energetic speaker! 

Happy Spring!  Although the weather has been cold and 
dreary, there are bright spots on the horizon which start-
ed with our new evening Satellite Group.  The first 
meeting was Friday, March 18th at Sonoma Hills.  Thanks 
to the hard work of Chair Marian Diamond and Co-Chair   
Our gathering attracted approximately 15 of our own 
member and two guests, we all have more contacts that 
may be interested in our satellite group.  The next 
meeting will be April 15th (Tea Party/Tax Day) at Sonoma 
Hills at 6:00PM.  Please note the earlier time so that we 
may make it more of a “happy hour” gathering.  The 
speaker will be Dan de la Torre, our Associate Member 
and conservative writer for The Sun.  Join us for wine, 
cheese and good conversation in a relaxed setting! 

Many boxes were mailed to the troops in March and I am 
preparing to mail over $200 of Girl Scout cookies this 
week!  I received a nice note from Capt Wendi Samaza 
who is stationed in Afghanistan.  She appreciated the 
goodies, the photo of my cat, Uhaul, and my letter about 
our group.  She sent a nice thank you note with a gift of 
their company patch! 

Our speaker for April will be August Sebastiani, former 
City Council member and, as you may have heard, 
he also makes wine!  He was warmly welcomed at 
the Fall Conference in Santa Rosa and all who 
attended were very impressed with his presenta-
tion.  August will speak to us on current topics as 
well as local issues.   

Our annual Fundraiser is again at Cline Cellars (many 
thanks to Nancy Cline) on May 12th.  Our speaker will be 
Eric Golub, creator and author of the blog tyggrrr-
rexpress.com.  Eric is a frequent radio guest of Dennis 
Miller, Hugh Hewitt, Armstrong Williams, and many other 
radio personalities, where he discusses his desire to end 
Ideological Bigotry.  His talk should NOT be missed. 

Tina Grippi and Cece Dahl are now accepting donations 
for this event.  Perhaps you have some quality items or 
unused gift certificates which could be donated so that 
we could coordinate a theme basket.  Please contact 
Cece or Tina if you have any items or suggestions.  See 
you in April!  

Membership—Russelle Johnson 

I am so happy to report on our Per Capita Re-
port #3 we have 10 Renewals and 3 New mem-
bers (These were reported in our last News-
letter).  That brings our total membership, including our 
very important Associate members, to 124.  If you have 

a friend that would like to join us for our luncheon in 
April please invite them.  It is a wonderful way for them 
to get to know our members, listen to a great speaker, 
and have a delicious lunch. It is always fun to chat with 
like minded people and they might like us so much they 
would join.  We are a very hard working ,dedicated 
group. 

Let me know if you are not receiving our newsletter or 
would like to send one to a friend.  We can email them a 
copy or send it through the regular mail system.  It is a 
terrific source of information. 

If any of your information has changed since the printing 
of our new roster ,please call or email Russelle Johnson, 
Membership Secretary. (707-935-8658 or rxrjohn-
son@gmail.com)  See you at the luncheon.  We need this 
correct information in order to make our database cor-
rect for the next year’s directory and for CFRW, etc. 

SVRWF-SG  -  Marian Diamond and Nadina Best 

The Inaugural Satellite Group meeting was en-
ergetic and fun.  We had almost 20 people there 
and the conversation was fast and furious.  Most 
agreed that it was nice to have a “safe” place to 
voice our thoughts and concerns.   

The next meeting of the Satellite Group of will be held on 
April 15, 2011 at Sonoma Hills from 6:00-7:30pm.  (Note 
the earlier time).  Our speaker will be our own Dan de la 
Torre and he will host a mini-seminar on “how to re-
spond to liberals”.  Please pass it on and join us for an 
upbeat wine (not whine … unless you need to) and chat. 

May Fundraiser -  Tina Grippi, Cece Dahl, Eleanor 
Berto, Willi Vaughn 

It is finally that time 
again.  If you remem-
ber last year’s event, 
it was a great turn-

out and we had a lot of wonderful silent auction items.  
We are looking for a similar, if not better, array of items 
again this year.  Save up your money to bid on:  dinner at 
Della Santina; wines from Sebastiani and other wineries; 
gift certificates or product from Eraldi’s, The Toy Shop, 
Vineyard Jewelers, Radio Shack, Papa Murphy’s, Ben & 
Jerry’s; dinner at 
Red Grape, Sonoma 
Chevrolet; a round 
of golf at Napa Val-
ley Country Club.  
These are examples 
of what you may 
see at this year’s 
May 12th Picnic 
Fundraiser at Cline 
Cellars.  Please mark 
you calendars. 

Volume 25, Issue 3—Page 2 

http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rxrjohnson@gmail.com
http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rxrjohnson@gmail.com


When Women Work, We Win 

SONOMA VALLEY REPUBLICAN WOMEN, FEDERATED 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK:  WWW.SVRWF.US or SONOMA VALLEY RWF (Facebook) 

Helpful Hint: Clip the application form below and carry it in your purse.  Share it with someone you know! 

SONOMA VALLEY REPUBLICAN WOMEN, FEDERATED RENEWAL/NEW MEMBER FORM 
JOIN THE FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN 

SHARE THE EXCITEMENT AND THE COMMITMENT! 
I am a registered Republican and would like to join the Sonoma Valley Republican Women, Federated 

 

NAME: ___________________________Spouse Name (Optional):_______________________ PHONE:___________________ 
 

ADDRESS:___________________________CITY:________________________STATE:______ ZIP:________ 
 

 

_____ACTIVE MEMBER  $30.00  
_____ASSOCIATE MEMBER  $30.00 
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO SVRWF 
And please mail to our membership chairperson:  
(and please note “membership dues” on your check) 

Russelle Johnson,  
128 South Temelec Circle 
Sonoma, CA  95476 
I would like to receive the Newsletter via:  
 ____Email 

 ____Paper only 

 ____Email and Paper 

***The club recommends Email only in order to cut back on printing and postage costs*** 

 

Advocacy Day Info/Membership Info and Form Volume 25, Issue 3—Page 3 

Thank you! 
 
 

If any of your information has changed or if the information in the 2010 roster needs correcting,  
please call or email  

Russelle Johnson, Membership Secretary 707-935-8658 or rxrjohnsons@gmail.com  
 

2011 Renewals and New Members = 124 
(includes Assoc. and Lifetime Members)  

I would like to help with  
(please check one or more) 

_____Hospitality,  

_____Phone Bank,   

_____Luncheon Reservations 

_____Voter Registration (helping at Tuesday night  

    Farmer’s Market) 

_____Vintage Festival (Parade or Booth) 

_____4th of July (Parade or Booth) 

_____May Picnic/Fundraiser 

_____Photographer(s) (and submit photos to website/

 newsletter/calendar committee—Tina Grippi—

 tjgrippi@sbcglobal.net)  

The monthly legislative 
newsletter,  

Canvassing the Capitol, 
 is available as a free 

download at 
www.cfrw.org. 

ADVOCACY DAY 2011 
Following the suggestion of Ronald Reagan, that CFRW become a viable in the State Legislative process, the 
Advocacy program was established, in 1974. 

The 36th Advocacy Day Workshop will be held on Tuesday, April 19, 2011 in Sacramento. 
This event is a highly regarded and very informative event for students and adults alike. 

Each spring, CFRW members and guest students meet together in Sacramento at the Annual Advocacy 
Workshop to hear our Republican leaders speak and meet in their Capital offices.  This is an excellent ave-
nue to introduce young people to the legislative process. 

SVRWF will invite 20 students and Mr. Dave Donnelley, Economics teacher, to this event.  This is an oppor-
tunity for our members to become involved.  If you are interested in attending, please contact committee 
members: Willi Vaughn, Mary Logasa, Russelle Johnson or Ruth Ney.  The deadline for reservations is April 
4th.  There is a fee for the lunch event. 
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/I!t[!LbΩ{ /hwb9w 
Contributed by Betsy Dillon 

OUR COMMITMENT TO FUTURE LEADERS 

 

Each year the Sonoma Valley Republican Women Federated endeavors to help high school seniors by 
sponsoring an essay contest and a scholarship for the winner.  Our goal is to play a part in the education 
of our future leaders by encouraging a thoughtful consideration of “What does it mean to me to be a 
U.S. citizen?”  This question calls the participant to think not only of ones rights, , but also of ones duties 
as a citizen.  The question might bring one to consider the history of the founding of our country, and to 
wonder if the founders were concerned about  the same basic issues of life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness as we are.  Perhaps the inquisitive student will ask “What is the source of my liberty?” 

We believe that the process of thinking and writing about this topic leads the writer to a more refined 
understanding and appreciation of our Republic and our Constitution.  This understanding and elucida-
tion become the writer’s private intellectual property, and hopefully a building block of love and appreci-
ation for the United States.  Therefore, while we may only be able to provide a scholarship for the win-
ner, all contestants produce an essay that will always be their private property. 

 
Please join us for an up-beat wine & chat meeting on:  APRIL 15, 2011 at 6-7:30pm at Sonoma Hills 

If you are a Conservative voter living in Sonoma, you are not alone.   
 

Our speaker, Dan de la Torre, will host a mini-seminar on “how to respond to liberals” 
Please contact Marian Diamond (996-9282) or Nadina Best (490-5207) for more information 

SVRWF SATELLITE GROUP 

2011 FUNDRAISER PICNIC 
Thursday, May 12th, 11am—2pm (ish) 

CLINE CELLARS 
Speaker Eric Golub , author of Ideological Bigotry 

 
Auction proceeds go towards funding our mission of education in the community.  These 
funds enable us to pay for up to 20 high school seniors to attend Advocacy Day in Sacramen-
to, donate books to the local school libraries, award monetary scholarships to high school 
seniors who win our essay contest, print and distribute booklets of the winning essays, and 
other projects that may differ by year. 

Come bid on silent auction items such as gift certificates or products from local restaurants 
and shops, various winery products, creative “baskets” put together by our members, and so 
much more. 
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Americanism  
In lieu of our regular column, below are reprints of our 2010“1st and 2nd place scholarship awardees” writings to the below topic.  

TOPIC:  WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO YOU TO BE A U.S. CITIZEN 

Americanism Volume 25, Issue 3 —Page 5 

Written by Lauren Fisher 
1st Place1st Place  

I have never really thought in depth about what it means 
to be a U.S. citizen until this essay.  There is an irony to 
be found here because what means the most to me 
about my citizenship is the reason I have not thought 
much about it.  I was born with natural rights that have 
given me the freedom to choose my path in life.  We live 
in a country that not only allows, but promotes free 
speech, freedom of religion and freedom of the press, 
just to name a few.  We are protected from illegal search 
and prosecution, and our government cannot deprive us 
of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  These free-
doms have allowed me the opportunity to chart my own 
course and not to worry about persecution.  Frankly, the-
se freedoms can easily be taken for granted, which is 
why I have not contemplated my citizenship until now. 

As I continue to think about the liberties we are entitled 
to from birth, I realize that as a woman I have opportuni-
ties to thrive and prosper in whatever area I choose.  
Equality is not found in every country, and I am so grate-
ful it can be found here.  I plan on becoming an elemen-
tary school teacher, a wife, a mother and an active mem-
ber of my community.  I am in the process of changing 
religions, and I can do this of my own free will.  I can 
have a voice in my community and government, and I 
can determine how loud that voice will be. 

Another advantage we have in this country is the ability 
we have in this country is the ability to work hard at our 
career and to affect our financial wealth.  The entrepre-
neurial spirit is rewarded in the United States, which fos-
ters creativity and innovation.  As I graduate high school 
and transition in adulthood, I am very optimistic about 
what lies ahead.  This might not be the case if I lived in 
another country.  I have high aspirations for my future, 
and that’s what being a U.S. citizen means to me…..hope 
and an opportunity to achieve my dreams! 

Written by Samantha Bonbright 
22ndnd  PlacePlace  

For me, being an American citizen means freedom 
and security.  It means upholding the legacy that our 
founding fathers put in place.  Holding our head high 
in times of doubt and finding our individual Ameri-
can dream in a land of infinite possibility.  Americans 
are fortunate to have a government that not only 
looks out for its own people, but the well-being of 
the entire world.  America never turns away from 
crisis and are always the first to help in any situa-
tion, whether it is on our home turf or outside of the 
country.  Being a U.S. citizen lets us choose our own 
government officials and vote on laws that will im-
pact our lives.  Unlike most countries, American citi-
zens have a huge say in how they are governed.  I 
think that most American citizens take these oppor-
tunities for granted because we have so many free-
doms.  We can speak freely about any topic we 
choose and are free to live out our lives as desired.  
America has consistently bound together as a nation 
during hard times and concurred difficulty.  We nev-
er falter and we have a keen way of staying strong 
and positive, even if our political views differ.  Per-
sonally, I am grateful I live in a country where I can 
attend college and fulfill my dreams.  It pains me to 
know that there are less fortunate countries with 
unstable governments, where kids are forced to 
grow up fast and support their families without any 
chance of going to school.  Not only do Americans 
have many pathways to school but we also get fi-
nancial help so we can achieve our goals without 
any restrictions.  Being an American makes it possi-
ble to strive for the best and achieve all that you can 
be.  For the future, I hope that other countries can 
lead by our example and follow in our footsteps. 

Scholarship Award to be presented at the SVHS Awards ceremony in May 2011 
Please tell all high school seniors who you know, in the Sonoma Valley school system, about this opportunity. 
Essay Contest:  $1000 Scholarship Award 

Essay Title:    WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO YOU TO BE A U.S. CITIZEN 

Requirements:    500 words or less, typed and double spaced lines 

Deadline to SVRWF: Friday, March 18, 2011 (call Tina Wolfenden with ?’s) 
Mail To:  Tina Wolfenden 
   1020 Manor Drive, Sonoma, 95476  Questions: 707-938-3139 

Student MUST live in Sonoma Valley 
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Tasting Room Open Daily 10-5 pm 
      Bocce Ball & Picnic Area 
      23355 Millerick Road 
      Sonoma, CA 95476 

Judith Landa  
1990 East Napa Street* Sonoma, CA  95476  
Tel:707.931.2205 * Fax: 707.931.2205 
JudyL8@comcast.net 

 

707.996.7361 Office 
Barbaratravels@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
cst#208291840 

25 Benicia Way 
Sonoma, CA 95476 

Barbara Ann Dawson, CTC 
Travel Consultant 

 

www.travelwizenow.com 

Paul’s Painting Service 
Licensed—Bonded—Insured, Cal. Lic. #732383 

(707) 939-1352 
Paul A. Dorsey—Owner 

         848 Princeton Drive, Sonoma, CA  95476  

Interior 
Residential 
Sheetrock  
Repairs 
 

Power Washing 
Staining 
Exterior 
Commercial 
Wood  

Replacement 
Deck Cleaning 
Varnishing 

Carol Sue WernerCarol Sue Werner   
CPA, Financial AdvisorCPA, Financial Advisor   

CA Ins. Lic. # 0E71539  

 

16690 Arnold Drive, Sonoma, CA  95476  

707-935-2135,  

Cell 707 -479-4043   

cswerner@vom.com  

HORIZOHORIZONN  BUILDERS BUILDERS   
& HOME  RENOVATION& HOME  RENOVATION  

K I T C H E N   &  B A T H  S P E C I A L I S TSK I T C H E N   &  B A T H  S P E C I A L I S TS  
Call us for all of your Call us for all of your home remodeling home remodeling   

and and cabinetrycabinetry  needsneeds  

Visit our website:  www.horizonbuilders.us.com ,  
and see what we can do for you  

Email us:  horizonbuilders@sbcglobal.net 
                 Lic: # 758694 B, C-6 

Chris and Tina Grippi 

572 Fourth St. East 

Sonoma, CA 95476 

Ph:     707-935-0767 

Fax:     707-938-4688 

Cell:     707-799-7815 

 

BEAUTIFUL SKIN AT ANY AGE!  
Skin to Dry? Too Oily? Too many fine lines? 

 
Let me help you find an excellent skin care program with 

Mary Kay© products formulated for your type of skin ðsafe 
for sensitive skinï money-back guarantee. 

Call for a free skin care consultation today! 

Mary Logasa  

Independent Mary Kay© Beauty Consultant 

957 Fairway Drive, Sonoma 
Phone: 935-7743 

Betsy Ennis 
Cell: (510) 917-4918 

Office: (707) 938-1999 x101 
Toll Free: 1-800-938-1922 • Fax: (707) 938-1955 

34 West Spain Street (on the Plaza)  Sonoma, CA  95476 

www.retireinsonoma.com       
 betsyennis@comcast.net 

T H E  
R E A L  E S T A T E  

C O M P A N Y  

LOW- FAT FROZEN YOGURT, 
SORBET & MORE 

408 FIRST STREET EAST  
ON THE PLAZA 

OPEN LATE ð 996- 0660 
Dawn and Troy Marmaduke 
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www.shopsonoma.net 

INDIVIDUAL 
NEWSLETTER 
SUPPORTERS 

FOR 2011  

 

BETTY 
SHERER,  

EVA  

NEUMAN, 
ANN 

YOUNG, 
JOY  

JENKINS  

  

THANK YOU!!!!  

HOW ABOUT ADVERTISING WITH US!!!!! 
….and get business exposure within our membership  

and help to defray printing costs 
January to December $25 for entire year (no pro-rating for mid-year participation).   

you will get double visibility in our Roster “Yellow Pages” section.   
Please make your check, for $25,  payable to SVRWF  

(please write “Advertising” in memo space) and send with your business card to:  
Tina Grippi/Newsletter Editor, 572 4th St. E. , Sonoma, CA  95476.   

Or email to tjgrippi@sbcglobal.net 

Learning Specialist and Tutor 
 

Betsy Dillon 
Foundational Skills 

Reading, Writing, Math 

Test Preparation 
P.O. Box 1509, Glen Ellen, CA 

707 953-9069 
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Capitol Update 
March 11, 2011 

California Federation of  
Republican Women 

Mariann Hedstrom, President 
!ƭƭƛǎƻƴ hƭǎƻƴΣ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ 

The CFRW OPPOSES SB 48! 

SB 48 (Leno, D-48) Prohibition of Discriminatory 
Content in Instruction 

SB 48 reads: "A teacher shall not give instruction and 
a school district shall not sponsor any activity that 
reflects adversely upon person the basis of race, eth-
nicity, gender, religion, disability, nationality, sexual 
orientation," "This bill would require instruction in 
social sciences to also include a study of the role and 
contributions of Native Americans, African Ameri-
cans, Mexican Americans, Asian Americans, Pacific 

Islanders, European Americans, lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender Americans, and other ethnic and cul-
tural groups, to the development of California and 
the United States." 

What SB 48 seeks to accomplish is to force the LGBT 
agenda in our K-12 public schools while protecting 
this agenda with the law. New textbooks would be 
required by law to include the LGBT idea of social and 
racial diversity with no "opt-out" option for parents 
of children in our public schools. 

YOUR ACTION IS NEEDED! 

Letters, phone calls, and office visits are necessary in 
defeating this legislation! Please start now by con-
tacting your legislators and urge them to vote no on 
SB 48. 

CFRW Capitol Update/Bay Area Patriots Volume 25, Issue 3— page 8 

Wear Flowers in your hair at the upcoming  
April 15, 2011 San Francisco Tea Party!!!  

Please attend the SF Tea Party on April 15, 2011 from 4-7 pm at  
Justin Herman Plaza on the Embarcadero across from the Ferry Building in San Francisco. 

 
Guest speakers will be Jason Clemens, Director of Research at Pacific Research Institute and Steven 
Greenhut, also of the Pacific Research Institute, editor of calwatchdog.com  and author of Plunder: How 
Public Employee Unions are  Raiding Treasuries, Controlling our Lives, and Bankrupting our Nation. 

The Theme is California Dreamin'.  Reduce Spending and Taxes; Reform Public Pensions; Revive the Busi-
ness Climate.  We'll have time to astro-turf, of course.  Wear your red BAP t-shirts.  If you don't have one, 
order one!   

THERE IS NO FEE FOR THIS EVENT! 

If you want to step up to the ASTROTURF, we'll do our best to get you up there.  Have a prepared statement 
no longer than 2 minutes in length so we can accommodate the maximum number of astroturfers. 

Wear your RED BAP T-shirts.    

If you don't have one, please order by emailing sally@bayareapatriots.comcastbiz.net.  I will either mail it to 
you or you can pick it up at the event.  

You can view the T-shirt at www.bayareapatriots.com,  S, M, L, XL, XXL-- $20 

'California Dreamin'  
{ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ ¢Ŝŀ tŀǊǘȅ 

Bay Area Patriots 

http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=president@cfrw.org
http://www.bayareapatriots.com/2011teaparty.htm
http://calwatchdog.com
mailto:sally@bayareapatriots.comcastbiz.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=au7f5vdab&et=1104718415017&s=0&e=001_TVI9DTp71HYACIlZ83vsu3CgDB88wfiFxmC3ED41w_q5kDzZsawhE0kCZwAxyvN_AjsEsD-r2BZikJOHJbFWCgHyNtaYMYFVBrzTCdGzFI=&id=preview
http://www.zazzle.com/flying_flag_tea_party_button-145302253432893993?view_auto=1.4&CMPN=ShoppingBing&rf=238302545685651163
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Some Thoughts on the Passing of Frank Buckles 

By Thomas Conner, Ph.D. 
William P. Harris Professor of Military History  

Hillsdale College 

The United States lost its last surviving veteran of the 
First World War on February 28, 2011.  Frank Buckles, 
of Charles Town, West Virginia, passed away just a few 
weeks after his 110th birthday.  Born in 1901, he had 
enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1917 at age sixteen after 
finally being able to fool a recruiter into thinking he was 
two years older and thus eligible to serve.  He was not 
in combat, but served out the War in Europe and did 
not return home until January 1920.  He found out that 
he was the last of our living veterans of the Great War 
in 2008, and when asked how that distinction felt, he 
said simply:  “I realized that somebody had to be, and it 
was me.” 

Buckles’ death severed the last living connection be-
tween us and the generation that put 4.7 million men 
under arms to go off and lick “Kaiser Bill,” the playful 
name Americans of that day gave to Emperor Wilhelm II 
of Germany, our principal enemy in the conflict.  That 
generation of our fighting men did defeat its enemy, 
but the world they were promised by the President 
(Woodrow Wilson) who had asked them to wage war 
did not materialize.  Indeed, within a year or two of the 
formal end of the fighting, with many parts of Europe 
still simmering cauldrons of violence and revolution, 
there seemed little to show for America’s effort to 
“make the world safe for democracy.”  

If not recognized, then, as the “Greatest Generation” of 
Americans, Buckles and his fellow “doughboys” served 
their country selflessly and honorably, and they deserve 
to be remembered more than they are.  The command-
er of the American Expeditionary Force in World War I, 
John J. Pershing, is one of only two of our countrymen 
(the other is George Washington) ever to be given the 
exceptional rank of General of the Armies.  In the ranks 
of Pershing’s army were some of the most famous na-
tional figures from the next global struggle—George C. 
Marshall, Douglas MacArthur, George Patton, and Harry 
Truman, to name a few.  Roughly 100,000 of Pershing’s 
men were killed in action or died from the various infec-
tious diseases that constantly stalked them.  About one-
quarter of those deaths, and sixty or seventy thousand 
more injuries, occurred in the War’s last battle in the 
Meuse-Argonne region of France, the bloodiest battle in 
the whole history of the United States.  The cemetery 
maintained by our government to this day on that hal-

lowed field is final “home” to 14,246 dead from that 
battle and some of the most heroic soldiers in American 
history.  But, how many of us have ever heard the name 
of that place?  And, not even one sitting President has 
paid homage to these all but forgotten warriors in the 
Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery. 

Sadly, too, while Buckles lived long enough to be rightly 
honored as the last American veteran of World War I, 
he also perceived in his final years the degree to which 
he and his generation had been forgotten.  To his im-
mense credit, he tried to do something about it.  In 
2009, Buckles appeared before a committee of the U.S. 
Senate to endorse the idea of building a national World 
War I memorial in Washington, something at least remi-
niscent of the majestic World War II memorial erected 
on the National Mall and dedicated in 2004.  In the 
course of that Capitol Hill appearance, Buckles was es-
corted by Dylan Kessler, Hillsdale College Class of 2010, 
who was then interning in the office of John Thune of 
South Dakota, a supporter of the monument idea. 

With Frank Buckles gone, and no living embodiment of 
his fellow soldiers of the Great War to take up this 
cause, there seems little reason to expect that such a 
structure will ever be built.  It is worth recalling, after 
all, that it took herculean efforts by countless veterans 
of the Second World War to lobby for the idea, and 
then to raise the money privately over the better part 
of a decade to make the monument to the “Greatest 
Generation” a reality.  In the face of ballooning debts 
and increasingly tight-fisted public spending, moreover, 
it is almost unimaginable that the federal government 
would fund a World War I monument.  But if the 
memory of Frank Buckles’ generation may not find ex-
panded expression in marble and fountains, today’s 
Americans should never allow themselves to ignore or 
forget what they did a century ago as brave young men 
on a mission thousands of miles from home to rid their 
world of threats to our precious freedom.  

 

Dr. Thomas Conner is William P. Harris Professor of Mili-
tary History at Hillsdale College. Along with courses in 
Western Heritage and American Heritage as part of 
Hillsdale's rigorous core curriculum, Dr. Conner also 
teaches upper-level courses on European history and the 
Two World Wars. He is one of the College's longest-
serving faculty members, and has several times been 
named Professor of the Year by the student body.  
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Obama's Big Blunder in Libya 

By J.R. Dunn 
Sun Tzu wrote that deception was one 
of the most important factors in war-
fare. He introduces deception in the first 
chapter of The Art of War (translated 
variously as "Laying Plans" and 
"Estimates"): 

All warfare is based on deception. 
Hence, when able to attack, we must 
seem unable, when using our forces, we 
must seem inactive, when we are near, 
we must make the enemy believe we 
are far away, when far away, we must 
make him believe we are near. Hold out 
baits to entice the enemy. Feign disor-
der, and crush him... Attack him where 
he is unprepared, appear where you are 
not expected.  

From there on he works deception into 
almost every chapter of the book. 

Commanders of every epoch since have 
concurred with Sun Tzu.  Examples of 
deception in warfare are endless, run-
ning from the Trojan horse up to FUSAG, 
the bogus army group constructed 
around the person of George Patton for 
the purpose of fooling Hitler into believ-
ing that the main invasion of Europe 
would occur at the Pas de Calais.   

From there on he works deception into 
almost every chapter of the book. 

Commanders of every epoch since have 
concurred with Sun Tzu.  Examples of 
deception in warfare are endless, run-
ning from the Trojan horse up to FUSAG, 
the bogus army group constructed 
around the person of George Patton for 
the purpose of fooling Hitler into believ-
ing that the main invasion of Europe 
would occur at the Pas de Calais.   

So why has the U.S. thrown one of the 
basic elements of military success to the 
four winds? 

Not a day has gone by in the current 
campaign against Gaddafi but some-
body prominent in the administration or 
military hasn't gotten up to explain what 
"we're not going to do". This began with 
Obama's speech announcing U.S. partic-
ipation, in which he promised that the 
boots of American troops "would never 
touch Libyan soil." Circumstances being 
what they are and Obama being what 
he is, it's doubtful that anybody re-
quired any such assurance. But they got 
it anyway, and it set the pattern for fur-
ther comments of like nature. (Hillary 

has repeated the "no ground troops" 
mantra as well, just in case nobody was 
listening to Obama.) 

Last weekend saw the debut of the 
"we're not after Gaddafi" motif. Accord-
ing to Admiral Mike Mullen, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs, "The goals are limited. 
It's not about seeing him go. It's about 
supporting the United Nations resolu-
tion which talked about eliminating his 
ability to kill his own people."  Mullen 
repeated this on several different issues 
programs. He was echoed later the 
same day by Vice Adm. William Gortney, 
who assured the media that Gaddafi 
was "not on the targeting list." 

On Monday, General Carter Ham, chief 
of U.S. Africa Command, stated that 
"We have no mission to support opposi-
tion forces if they should engage in 
offensive operations operations... U.S. 
and coalition military forces enforcing a 
no-fly zone over Libya are there to pro-
tect civilians and not to provide close-air 
support for opposition forces fighting."  

What does all this tell Gaddafi? It tells 
him that he needn't look over his shoul-
der while attacking the rebels. That the 
"no-fly" order is effectively a matter of 
show. It tells him that he personally has 
nothing to worry about from Coalition 
actions and can waste as many lives as 
he pleases. But most of all, it tells him 
that the US and Europe are not seri-
ous.  (To that we can add Obama's pro-
nouncement that Gaddafi could stay if 
he really, really wants to -- a statement 
suggesting not arrogance, or hubris, but 
bipolar disorder.) 

We've created difficulties for ourselves 
with this kind of thing before. In 1965, in 
a speech given at the time of the first 
large-scale escalation in Vietnam, 
Lyndon B. Johnson vowed that the U.S. 
"would not invade North Vietnam." A 
short time later it dawned on the North 
Vietnamese communists that he was 
serious, at which point they took their 
reserves and sent them south on the Ho 
Chi Minh trail, where they could kill 
plenty of Americans.  

What's the thinking behind this? What 
could Johnson in his day, and Obama 
and Clinton et al today possibly be try-
ing to accomplish? 

It comes down to public relations. 
Obama is trying to persuade various 
third parties -- Middle Eastern govern-
ments, the Arab street, the UN, and 
American and European dissidents, not 

to forget the media that 
serves all the above -- that 
the Libya operation is lim-
ited, that certain things are not being 
contemplated and will not be attempt-
ed. It's an effort to placate those forces 
before the fact, to stop them from pro-
testing, voicing reservations, and other-
wise interfering. Everybody remembers 
what happened when George W. spoke 
forthrightly about what he was going to 
do in Iraq. 

Of course, it will accomplish no such 
thing. Michael Moore has already spo-
ken ex cathedra from the bottom of a 
KFC bucket and now Cindy Sheehan will 
begin wailing with Medea and the rest 
of the girls not far behind. The Arabs are 
playing both ends, while Germany has 
gone AWOL. Obama and crew have for-
gotten that, nearly a half-century ago, 
LBJ tried the same trick only to be 
chased out of office. It's an expression 
of weakness, and it will be greeted the 
same way bullies greet any expression 
of weakness. 

How would deception work in Libya? It's 
not complicated. Remember that Gad-
dafi is up against it. He's studying the 
signs as avidly as a Bronze Age king ex-
amining the entrails of a chicken. A few 
veiled references from the politicians, a 
few smiles and "no comments" from the 
military, would send him ballistic. He'd 
sweat every time he heard an aircraft, 
start at every explosion. His judgment, 
his reasoning, and his confidence would 
all be affected. He would start making 
mistakes. And that, in turn, would un-
dermine the loyalty of his followers. The 
atmosphere would grow very tense in 
the colonel's bunker complex. The de-
fections would begin, and eventually 
somebody would show up who knew 
exactly where he is and what his plans 
are.   

That is deception in warfare, in the clas-
sic Sun Tzu manner. Properly executed, 
and with considerable luck, it could end 
up in the classic Sun Tzu manner:  

To fight and conquer in all your battles is 
not supreme excellence; supreme excel-
lence lies in breaking the enemy's re-
sistance without fighting. 

Now that's a plan.       

WΦwΦ 5ǳƴƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǝƴƎ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛπ
Ŏŀƴ ¢ƘƛƴƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ 5ŜŀǘƘ ōȅ 
[ƛōŜǊŀƭƛǎƳΦ  

 

http://www.americanthinker.com/jr_dunn/
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/agency/army/fusag.htm
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/libya/8393938/Libya-Mike-Mullen-admits-stalemate-could-leave-Gaddafi-in-charge.html
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20110320/ts_nm/us_libya_usa_pentagon
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/03/21/libya-usa-mission-idUSWAT01499520110321
http://www.politico.com/politico44/perm/0311/reform_vs_regime_change_286509d8-3aca-4188-b7f2-9f09e3b040ab.html
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0061873802/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=amerithink-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0061873802
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0061873802/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=amerithink-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0061873802
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FEDERAL 
COMMANDER AND CHIEF 
Barack Hussein Obama II (D) 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500  
Comment Line:   202-456-1111 
Switchboard: 202-456-1414  
Fax: 202-456-2461 
www.whitehouse.gov 
president@whitehouse.gov 
 

U. S. SENATE 
BARBARA BOXER (D) 

1700 Montgomery St., Suite 240 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415) 403-0100; Fax 415-956-6701 
senator@boxer.senate.gov 
 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN (D) 
525 Market St., Rm. 3670 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 393-0707; Fax 202-228-3954 
senator@feinstein.senate.gov  

 
U. S. HOUSE 
MIKE THOMPSON (D)  
DISTRICT 1 
NAPA DISTRICT OFFICE 
1040 Main Street, Suite 101 
Napa, CA 94559 
Phone: (707) 226-9898 
Fax: (707) 251-9800 
 

LYNN WOOLSEY (D) 
DISTRICT 6 
Sonoma Office: 
1101 College Avenue 
Suite 200 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
Ph.:  707-542-7182 
 

STATE 
GOVERNOR  
JERRY BROWN (D) 
State Capitol Building, Ste. 1173 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: 916-445-2841 
Fax: 916-558-3160 

To send an Electronic Mail please visit: 
http://www.govmail.ca.gov 
 
STATE SENATE  
PATRICIA WIGGINS (D) 
DISTRICT  2 

State Capitol Room 4081 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
District Office:  
50 D. Street, Ste. 120-A 
Santa Rosa, CA  95404 
(707) 576 2771 
 
MARK LENO (D) 
DISTRICT 3   
State Capitol Room 5114 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
District office:   
3501 Civic Center Dr.,  
Room 425,  
San Rafael Ca 94903     
Ph:  415-479-6612  
Website www.senatormarkleno.com 
 

ASSEMBLY 
JARED HUFFMAN (D) 
DISTRICT 6 
County of Marin 
3501 Civic Center Drive, Rm 412 
San Rafael, CA  94903 
(415) 479-4920 
 
NOREEN EVANS (D) 
DISTRICT 7 
Santa Rosa 
50 D Street, Suite 301 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
(707) 546-4500 
COUNTY 
SUPERVISOR VALERIE BROWN (D) 
County Administration Building 
575 Administration Dr. Room 100A, Santa 
Rosa,  
CA 95403 
Main Office (707) 565-2241 

GOVERNMENT   CONTACTS 

CFRW GOVERNING BOARD 

CFRW President 
Mariann Hedstrom 
president@cfrw.org 

President Northern Division 
Murriel Oles 
mvoles@sbcglobal.net 
www.cfrwnorhterndivision.org 

North Bay Region Director 
Edelweiss Geary 
707-525-8085 
esgeary@sbcglobal.net 

Legislative Advocate Office 
Allison Olson 
(916) 442-4084 
advocate@cfrw.org 

President 
Sue Lynch, WI 
kells52@aol.com 
slynch@nfrw.org 

1st Vice President 

Rae Lynne Chornenky, AZ 

rlc@chornenkylaw.com 

2nd Vice President 
Patt A. Parker, MD 
Patt.nfrw@comcast.net 

3rd Vice President 
Martha Jenkins, NC 
marthanjenkins@gmail.com 

4th Vice President 
Jessie Morton, LA 
jlane@cheshire.net 

Secretary 
Jane Lane, NH 
jlane@cheshire.net 

Treasurer 
Brenda R. Smith, KS 
bsmith@sunflowerinsurance.com 

Parliamentarian 
Jan Kennady, TX 
djkennady@axs4u.net 

NFRW GOVERNING BOARD 
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Websites of interest 
NFRW    www.nfrw.org 
CFRW    www.cfrw.org 
CFRW Northern Div.  www.cfrwnd.org 
CA Assembly   www.assembly.ca.gov 
CA Senate   www.sen.ca.gov 
CA Republican Party  www.cagop.org 
US House of Rep.  www.house.gov 
US Senate   www.senate.gov 
Rep Nat’l Comm  www.rnc.org 
KSFO Radio   www.ksfo.560.com 
Repub. Party of Sonoma Cnty www.sonomagop.org 
The Heritage Foundation www.heritage.org 
Hillsdale Imprimus  www.hillsdale.edu/news/imprimis 
The American Conservative www.conservative.org 
Political Vanguard  www.politicalvanguard.com 
The American Thinker www.americanthinker.com 
Bay Area Patriots  www.bayareapatriots.com 
Flip This House  www.flipthishouse2010.com 
The American Conservative Union www.conservative.org 
Numbers USA   www.numbersusa.com 
Fact Check   www.factcheck.org 
Eric Golub   www.tygrrrrexpress.com 

Call-In Shows 
KSFO 560 AM   415-808-5600 
 Brian Sussman  415-808-5600 
 Rush Limbaugh  800-282-2882 
                (fax)  212-563-9166 
 Sean Hannity  800-941-7326 
 Mark Levin  877-381-3811 
 Barbara Simpson 415-808-5600 
 Roger Hedgecock 877-847-6437 
 Rabbi Daniel Lapin 415-808-5600 
KNEW 910 AM 
 Armstrong & Getty 866-311-8255 
KTRB 860 AM  
 Michael Savage  800-449-8255 
KSTE 650 AM (Sacramento) 
 The O’Reilly Factor w/ 800-966-7746 
  Bill O’Reilly 
 Dennis Miller  866-993-3664 
 Michael Savage  800-449-8255 

http://www.cfrwnd.org/
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

APRIL 2011 
 

LUNCHEON-MEETING    THURSDAY, APRIL 14TH  THE LODGE AT SONOMA 
 SPEAKER AUGUST SEBASTIANI      11AM REGISTRATION, 11:30AM SPEAKER 
          LUNCH TO FOLLOW 
 RESERVATIONS DUE SUNDAY, APRIL 10TH      
 

SVRWF SATELLITE GROUP GATHERING  FRIDAY, APRIL 15TH  6-7:30PM, SONOMA HILLS, 405 W. MACARTHUR 
 

ADVOCACY DAY     MON-TUE, APRIL 18-19TH  SACRAMENTO, HYATT 
 

BOARD MEETING     THURSDAY, APRIL 21ST  9AM-SONOMA HILLS, 405 W. MACARTHUR 
 

CFRW NORTHERN DIVISION SPRING CONFERENCE SAT-SUN, APRIL 30TH-MAY1ST  

MAY 2011 
 

CFRW NORTHERN DIVISION SPRING CONFERENCE SAT-SUN, APRIL 30TH-MAY1ST  

FUNDRAISER PICNIC    THURSDAY, MAY 12TH  CLINE CELLARS  -  24737 Arnold Drive 
 SPEAKER ERIC GOLUB       11AM REGISTRATION, SILENT AUCTION, 
          12NOON (ISH) SPEAKER AND LUNCH 
 RESERVATIONS DUE THURSDAY, MAY 5TH 
BOARD MEETING     TUESDAY, MAY 17TH  9AM-SONOMA HILLS, 405 W. MACARTHUR 

REPUBLICAN WOMEN CLUB MEETINGS IN NORTH BAY REGION  

Marin Republican Women, Federated —meets fourth Wednesday of each month (www.mrwf.org) 

Napa Valley Republican Women, Federated —meets second Thursday of each month (www.napagop.org) 

Napa Vintage Republican Women, Federated —(information 707-554-4710) 

Upper Napa Republican Women, Federated —(Marjorie Preston 707-226-2914) 

Santa Rosa Republican Women, Federated —meets fourth Tuesday of each month (www.srrwf.org) 

Novato Republican Women, Federated ðmeets third Tuesday of each month (www.novatorwf.org) 

Join us on Thursday, April 14, 2011

 

At The Lodge at Sonoma

 

Guest Speaker August Sebastiani

 

Your 2011 Roster/Directory is here 

If you haven’t pick it up already, it will be available 

at our April 14 luncheon. 


