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Muriel Oles is our CFRW-Northern Division President and is a very committed  
Republican in so many ways.  She has been involved in some form of California Republican 
clubs or committees since 1990, when she was the Membership Chair of the Auburn Area 
RWF.  Since then, Muriel has kept herself incredibly busy with the CA Republican Party. 

Muriel’s most recent positions/responsibilities are: 

 CFRW-ND President—2010-2011 
 Virtual Patriots RWF, Charter member, Secretary-Treasurer—2010-2011 
 CFRW Legislation Position Voting Body—2010-2011 
 CFRW Charter Platinum Ambassador—2007-2011 
 Placer County Central Committee, Representative of Senator Doug Malfa—2011 
 Placer County Central Committee, High School Voter Outreach Chair—2011 

Keep in mind, these are only the things that we know about.  Muriel has a very long list of 
Republican and other accomplishments on her resume. 

As for Muriel’s professional life, she is a retired Law Office Administrator; a Certified Para-
legal (since 1974); a Member of the National Association of Parliamentarians; and the cur-
rent Treasurer of the California State Association of Parliamentarians (2010-2012). 

Muriel is a native South Dakotan with nine living siblings.  She has been a Loomis, CA resi-
dent since 1967 and has been married to husband, Bob, for 48 years.  They have a total of 
4 adult children and seven grandchildren, aas well as with two great-grandchildren. 

One of Muriel’s most heroic accomplishments is that she is a 3 time breast cancer survi-
vor.  She has honored those victories by committing herself as a breast cancer advocate 
and peer counselor.    We welcome this great woman! 

DECEMBER LUNCHEON/MEETING RESERVATION FORM 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2011 

THE LODGE AT SONOMA 
11:00 am registration 

Invite a friend for lunch (and have them become a member) 

NAME_____________________ NAME OF GUEST _____________________ 

$30 per lunch due by Sunday, December 4 
 

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING LUNCH MENU: 
 

VEGETARIAN (DETAILS TBD) ____  
 
 
 
 

PAYABLE TO:   
Sonoma Valley Republican Women (SVRWF), 

P.O. BOX 875, Sonoma, CA 95476 
 

IF YOU ARE LATE IN CONFIRMING OR PAYING AT DOOR,  
CONTACT CECE DAHL  (939-1029, DAHLHOUSE476@COMCAST.NET). 

 
 

HAVE A VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!!!! 

____Endive Salad, Mid-Night Moon 
Cheese, Fine Herb Vinaigrette, Roast 
Pork Loin, Apple Brandi Sauce, 
Spatzli, Braised Red Cabbage, Apple 
Strudel  

December Luncheon/Meeting 
Thursday, December 8, 2011 
The Lodge at Sonoma, 1325 Broadway 

11 AM Registration, Speaker 11:30 AM, Lunch to Follow 

Guest Speaker:  Muriel Oles  
“The 2012 Election Cycle after Proposition 14” 

(the top two voter selected nominees).   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Seal_Of_The_President_Of_The_Unites_States_Of_America.svg
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Inside SVRWF 

President — Willi Vaughn 

Those of you who did not attend the November 
meeting missed one of the best meetings I've 
attended.  As you know, we honored our Veter-
ans with Lt Col JoAnn Danner, a 15 year Air 
Force Reserve nurse, as our speaker.  Having 

served two tours in Afghanistan, she showed slides of 
the wounded from the battlefield to the long ride home.  
It was both heart-warming and heart wrenching and, at 
one point, most in attendance wiped a tear or two 
away.  We sincerely thank her for her service to our 
country and wish her well as she relocates to Montana 
in December.   

As for the troops, I want to thank each and every mem-
ber who either attended the Dance for the Troops or 
made a generous cash donation.  Some 250 attended 
the dance on November 12th during which we enjoyed 
a big band as well as those wonderful young women, 
the Fondettes.  As of now, the American Legion has 
$5,000 to spend on sending boxes for Christmas (not 
the holidays).  If anyone would like to participate in the 
packing, it will be held on Friday, December 2nd at the 
former home of Sonoma Bookends, 201 W. Napa Street 
at 8:30AM.  Any paperback books, personal care prod-
ucts, magazines, socks, hand warmers, etc. would be 
appreciated.      

In December Muriel Oles, Northern Division President, 
will be our speaker and she will install our officers for 
2012-2013.  Please attend to support all who work all 
year for our Club as volunteers.  They spend many, 
many hours either by producing our wonderful (award 
winning) Newsletter, Membership, Awards/Ad Hoc, the 
Satellite group, Recording Secretary, Chaplain, Hospitali-
ty, Voter Registration, check-in/scheduling, Treasurer 
(keeping track of the money) and yours truly who tries 
to keep it all running smoothly! 

Future Meetings:  No meeting is held in January other 
than a Board Meeting.  We will see you in February at 
our regularly scheduled meeting time.  Although 
Thanksgiving will be over by the time you receive this, I 
wish you all a wonderful Christmas season with family 
and friends.  Be thankful for all we have and please 
don't forget those in need.   

Merry Christmas! 

Membership—Russelle Johnson 

Congratulations to all 30 early birds.  They have 
qualified for the drawing at our December 8th 
meeting.  You can qualify for the drawing too!  
Just send in your membership or bring it to the Decem-
ber 8th meeting. Still only $30.   

We have some really fantastic surprises for the winners 
of the drawing.  It really makes our (volunteer) jobs so 
much easier when we get the dues in by December.  
When that happens, our wonderful roster will be updat-
ed and completed ,by Tina Grippi, for the 1st meeting of 
our fiscal year.  If you have any questions concerning 
your membership just give me a call 935-8658 or email 
me at rxrjohnson@yahoo.com 

Check in this newsletter for your renewal application.   
See you in December.   

Parliamentarian—Mary Logasa 

At our November meeting, our attending mem-
bership voted unanimously to elect the 2012 
Board of Officers as had been slated:  Willi Vaughn-
President; 1st VP-Betsy Dillon; 2nd VP-Cece Dahl; Re-
cording Secretary-Mary Logasa; Corresponding Secre-
tary-Marilyn Sylvestri and Treasurer-Carol Werner.  
Please join us at our December 8th meeting, to cele-
brate their installation for 2012 which is for a two year 
term. 

Voter Registration—Eleanor Berto 

If you hear of anyone that is moving, has moved here, 
newly married and want to change their name, or even 
if divorcing, I have Affidavits of Registration.  You can 
reach me at 707-938-8173 and I will get the Affidavit to 
you or the person that requests them.  

2012 Calendar—Tina Grippi 

Please save space on your wall 
for the 2012 SVRWF Annual Cal-
endar.  It is chocked full of 2012 
Republican Events and other im-
portant dates, plus photos of our 
members and speakers from our 
fabulous year, 2011. 
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SVRWF SATELLITE MEETINGSVRWF SATELLITE MEETING  
Wednesday, November 30th, 6pm  

Chanterelle Clubhouse, 165 St. James Street 
Call Marian Diamond (996-9282), or Dan De La Torre (364-0954), for more information 
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Helpful Hint: Clip the application form below and carry it in your purse.  Share it with someone you know! 

SONOMA VALLEY REPUBLICAN WOMEN, FEDERATED RENEWAL/NEW MEMBER FORM 
JOIN THE FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN 

SHARE THE EXCITEMENT AND THE COMMITMENT! 
I am a registered Republican and would like to join the Sonoma Valley Republican Women, Federated 

 

NAME: ___________________________Spouse Name (Optional):_______________________ PHONE:___________________ 
 

ADDRESS:___________________________CITY:________________________STATE:______ ZIP:________ 
 
 

_____ACTIVE MEMBER  $30.00  
_____ASSOCIATE MEMBER  $30.00 
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO SVRWF 
And please mail to our membership chairperson:  
(and please note “membership dues” on your check) 

Russelle Johnson,  
128 South Temelec Circle 
Sonoma, CA  95476 
I would like to receive the Newsletter via:  
 ____Email 

 ____Paper only 

 ____Email and Paper 

***The club recommends Email only in order to cut back on printing and postage costs*** 
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THANK YOU 
For being a  

SVRWF Member 

 
Please contact Russelle Johnson if 
you need to have your information 

changed or updated 
Russelle Johnson,  

Membership Secretary  
707-935-8658 or  

rxrjohnsons@gmail.com  
 

2011 Renewals and New Members 

133 

(includes Assoc. and  
Lifetime Members)  

Please tell your friends about our 
wonderful group of women  

(and men)  
and have them join us. 

I would like to help with  
(please check one or more) 

_____Hospitality,  

_____Phone Bank,   

_____Luncheon Reservations 

_____Voter Registration (helping at Tuesday night  

    Farmer’s Market) 

_____Vintage Festival (Parade or Booth) 

_____4th of July (Parade or Booth) 

_____May Picnic/Fundraiser 

_____Photographer(s) (and submit photos to website/

 newsletter/calendar committee—Tina Grippi—

 tjgrippi@sbcglobal.net)  

The monthly legislative 
newsletter,  

Canvassing the Capitol, 
 is available as a free 

download at 
www.cfrw.org. 

Membership Info and Form 

THANK YOU 
The early bird special for 2012 MEMBERSHIP DUES 
had generated a record 30 renewals by the time 
our November luncheon had completed.  There is 
still time to be included in our “special drawing” at 
the December 8th luncheon. 

If you have any questions please call Russelle at 
935-8658.  

Mail checks payable to SVRWF   
(and mark “membership 2012” in the memo area) 

Please mail to:  
Russelle Johnson  

128 South Temelec Circle, Sonoma, CA. 95476..   

Please bring your membership renewal checks to 
the December 8th meeting and enjoy a delicious 
lunch with great friends.   

Members do not have to be at the meeting to win 
the drawing but, we  hope to see you there.   

Have a Wonderful Christmas!  
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AMERICANISM  
(this can never be repeated too often) 

General McAuliffe's Christmas Message 
 
The Battle of the Bulge, 1944   
Headquarters 101st Airborne Division  
Office of the Division Commander 

24 December 1944 

What's Merry about all this, you ask? We're fighting - it's cold - we aren't home. All true but what has the 
proud Eagle Division accomplished with its worthy comrades of the 10th Armored Division, the 705th Tank 
Destroyer Battalion and all the rest? just this: We have stopped cold everything that has been thrown at us 
from the North, East, South and West. We have identifications from four German Panzer Divisions, two Ger-
man Infantry Divisions and one German Parachute Division. These units, spearheading the last desperate Ger-
man lunge, were headed straight west for key points when the Eagle Division was hurriedly ordered to stem 
the advance. How effectively this was done will be written in history; not alone in our Division's glorious histo-
ry but in World history. The Germans actually did surround us. their radios blared our doom. Their Command-
er demanded our surrender in the following impudent arrogance. 

December 22nd 1944  
To the U. S. A. Commander of the encircled town of Bastogne. 

The fortune of war is changing. This time the U. S. A. forces in and near Bastogne have been encircled by 
strong German armored units. More German armored units have crossed the river Ourthe near Ortheuville, 
have taken Marche and reached St. Hubert by passing through Hombres Sibret-Tillet. Libramont is in German 
hands. 

There is only one possibility to save the encircled U. S. A. Troops from total annihilation: that is the honorable 
surrender of the encircled town. In order to think it over a term of two hours will be granted beginning with 
the presentation of this note. 

If this proposal should be rejected one German Artillery Corps and six heavy A. A. Battalions are ready to anni-
hilate the U. S. A. Troops in and near Bastogne. The order for firing will be given immediately after this two 
hours term. 

All the serious civilian losses caused by this Artillery fire would not correspond with the well known American 
humanity. 

——The German Commander 

The German Commander received the following reply: 

22 December 1944  
To the German Commander: 

NUTS! 

——The American Commander 

Allied Troops are counterattacking in force. We continue to hold Bastogne. By holding Bastogne we assure 
the success of the Allied Armies. We know that our Division Commander, General Taylor, will say: Well 
Done!We are giving our country and our loved ones at home a worthy Christmas present and being privi-
leged to take part in this gallant feat of arms are truly making for ourselves a Merry Christmas. 

A. C. McAuliffe 
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George Washington’s Christmas Present 
It was December 1776 and General George Washington’s troops at Valley Forge were in very bad shape. They 
were unpaid, ill fed, ill clothed and their bloody feet stained the snow in the camp. The morale of the troops and 
the nation were at their lowest point. We can imagine the despair. “The Revolution is over!” “England is win-
ning?”  “Maybe we should cut our losses and surrender.” In fact, the Continental Army was almost finished as 
the British and their Hessian mercenary allies settled in for a long winter. In those days, the British would rest 
and refit during the winter months in preparation for the campaigns of the spring and summer. The British were 
assured by their success, and they saw no reason to move against the Americans.  

The Continental Army appeared to be disintegrating, some men deserting, most of the others walking away 
when their enlistment was up. A few soldiers went over to the British. Some American families felt they had no 
choice but to give their allegiance to King George III. It appeared that New York and New Jersey would soon be 
back under British control. The British had already inflicted heavy damage on Washington’s troops. There was 
clearly no reason for the British to interrupt their comfortable Christmas. 

Christmas at Valley Forge was grim. We know that General Washington walked among his dispirited men and 
tried to encourage them. We know that George Washington always sought to be brave and honorable; taking 
care of his men. He had been taught by his parents to do the right thing, no matter what it might cost him. He 
had been given a job by the Continental Congress to fight the British, and to win the war for his country.  Since 
he could not sit and let their situation worsen, General Washington knew that his troops must go on the offen-
sive. He conceived a desperate plan for the Continental Army to cross the Delaware River on Christmas night.  As 
they readied to leave the camp, the general learned that he would not have the support waiting on the other 
side that he had planned. In an awesome display of courage, desperation and determination General George 
Washington, knowing that soon his rag tag army would be gone due to the scheduled expiration of enlistment, 
decided to attack the British and their Hessian hirelings.  

On Christmas night, in the midst of a sudden fierce snow storm with high winds, General Washington led his 
troops across the Delaware River; big chunks of ice threatening their boats, guns and powder. After landing, 
they then had to march through snow, sleet and rain the four to five miles to Trenton. The terrible wet weather 
meant the muskets were not likely to fire, so he told his officers to “use the bayonet.” Turning back or losing was 
not an option. General Washington was resolved to take Trenton, New Jersey. 

The morning of December 26, 1776, as the Hessians were waking up, they were attacked by the Continental Ar-
my.  Only two Americans were wounded; the Hessians suffered many casualties, including the Hessian Com-
mander; and the Hessians were forced to surrender.  

“It was victory! In the most desperate hour of the life of the Army, less than a week from its virtual disband-
ment, the Continentals had won their greatest success.” George Washington, Vol. 4, Douglas Southall Freeman, 
1951. 

“It was all due to George Washington. So, this Christmas, remember Washington and the greatest Christmas 
present he ever gave our country; the gift of hope, the gift of victory, and the gift of America.”  

— George Washington’s 1776 Christmas Present,  Brian Tubbs. 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
Contributed by Betsy Dillon 
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Tasting Room Open Daily 10-5 pm 
      Bocce Ball & Picnic Area 
      23355 Millerick Road 
      Sonoma, CA 95476 

Judith Landa  
1990 East Napa Street* Sonoma, CA  95476  
Tel:707.931.2205 * Fax: 707.931.2205 
JudyL8@comcast.net 

 

707.996.7361 Office 
Barbaratravels@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
cst#208291840 

25 Benicia Way 
Sonoma, CA 95476 

Barbara Ann Dawson, CTC 
Travel Consultant 

 

www.travelwizenow.com 

Paul’s Painting Service 
Licensed—Bonded—Insured, Cal. Lic. #732383 

(707) 939-1352 
Paul A. Dorsey—Owner 

         848 Princeton Drive, Sonoma, CA  95476  

Interior 
Residential 
Sheetrock  
Repairs 
 

Power Washing 
Staining 
Exterior 
Commercial 
Wood  

Replacement 
Deck Cleaning 
Varnishing 

Carol Sue WernerCarol Sue Werner   
CPA, Financial AdvisorCPA, Financial Advisor   

CA Ins. Lic. # 0E71539  

16690 Arnold Drive,  

Sonoma, CA  95476  

707-935-2135,  

Cell 707 -479-4043  cswerner@vom.com  

HORIZOHORIZONN  BUILDERS BUILDERS   
& HOME  RENOVATION& HOME  RENOVATION  

K I T C H E N   &  B A T H  S P E C I A L I S TSK I T C H E N   &  B A T H  S P E C I A L I S TS  
Call us for all of your Call us for all of your home remodeling home remodeling   

and and cabinetrycabinetry  needsneeds  

Visit our website:  www.horizonbuilders.us.com ,  
and see what we can do for you  

Email us:  horizonbuilders@sbcglobal.net 
                 Lic: # 758694 B, C-6 

Chris and Tina Grippi 

572 Fourth St. East 

Sonoma, CA 95476 

Ph:     707-935-0767 

Fax:     707-938-4688 

Cell:     707-799-7815 

 

BEAUTIFUL SKIN AT ANY AGE!  
Skin to Dry? Too Oily? Too many fine lines? 

 
Let me help you find an excellent skin care program with Mary 

Kay© products formulated for your type of skin ðsafe for sensi-
tive skinï money-back guarantee. 

Call for a free skin care consultation today! 

Mary Logasa  

Independent Mary Kay© Beauty Consultant 

957 Fairway Drive, Sonoma 
Phone: 935-7743 

Betsy Ennis 
Realtor® 
 
Office: (707) 934-2306 
Cell: (510) 917-4918 
Fax: (707) 939-9588 
 
Betsy.ennis@pacunion.com 
 
DRE#01309521 
 
640 Broadway Sonoma, CA  95476 

LOW- FAT FROZEN YOGURT, 
SORBET & MORE 

408 FIRST STREET EAST  
ON THE PLAZA 

OPEN LATE ð 996- 0660 
Dawn and Troy Marmaduke 
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www.shopsonoma.net 

INDIVIDUAL 
NEWSLETTER 
SUPPORTERS 

FOR 2011  

 

BETTY 
SHERER,  

EVA  

NEUMAN, 
ANN 

YOUNG, 
JOY  

JENKINS  

  

THANK YOU!!!!  

HOW ABOUT ADVERTISING WITH US???? 
….and get business exposure within our membership  

and help to defray printing costs 
January to December $25 for entire year (no pro-rating for mid-year participation).   

you will get double visibility in our Roster “Yellow Pages” section.   
Please make your check, for $25,  payable to SVRWF  

(please write “Advertising” in memo space) and send with your business card to:  
Tina Grippi/Newsletter Editor, 572 4th St. E. , Sonoma, CA  95476.   

Or email to tjgrippi@sbcglobal.net 

Learning Specialist and Tutor 
 

Betsy Dillon 
Foundational Skills 

Reading, Writing, Math 

Test Preparation 
P.O. Box 1509, Glen Ellen, CA 

707 953-9069 

E.R. PLUMBING  
707-938-1121 

 
Lic. # 808283 

LINELOCATORS.ORG 

LINE LOCATORS 
800-466-7448 

Edwin Robles  
Technical Specialist 

707-938-1121 

Water Heaters 

On-Demand 
Water Heaters 

Video Pipeline 

Remodels 

Leak Detection 

Septic 

Gas Lines 

Jet Cleaning 

Location of 
water, electri-
cal, gas & 
drain lines 

Utility site 
clearing 

Fault location 

(broken 
wires) 

Rebar & post 
tension cable 
location 

Septic takn & 
leech line 
locating 

Tina Grippi  
Design & Publishing 
Phone: 707-939-7994 

Email: tjgrippi@sbcglobal.net 

TINA GRIPPI 
DESIGN &  

PUBLISHING 

572 4th St. E. 
Sonoma, CA  95476 
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Job Well Done! 

On November 13th, the California Republican Party turned in 
710,924 signatures for the petition to repeal the Redistricting 
Commission’s Senate lines. Because of your efforts, we gave the 
Secretary of State’s Office more signatures than required to 
qualify the referendum for the ballot in hopes that even after 
some signatures are considered invalid by the Secretary of State, 
we will still have met the threshold for the signatures necessary. 
The Secretary of State will now count the signatures and under 
the deadlines of the Elections code, this will be completed by 
the day after Thanksgiving. Once the signatures are counted, the 
Secretary of State’s office will take 30-60 days to verify the sig-
natures collected. Only after this is completed will we know for 
sure if the referendum has qualified for the ballot. We will keep 
you up on our efforts. Please continue reading the Capitol Up-
date for more information. A HUGE THANK YOU to all of our 
members who gathered signatures for the effort. It is because of 
you that we were able to achieve this. Hats off to you! 

SB 48 Fight Not Over 
Two new initiative efforts were filed with the Secretary of 
State’s office concerning the effects of SB 48 (Leno, D-3), which 
requires social science class beginning in Kindergarten to high-
light the achievements of the lesbian, gay, transgendered and bi
-sexual community. Both initiatives were filed by the California 
Republican Assembly. One initiative aims to repeal the "LBGT" 
portion of SB 48 and instead focuses on the achievements of the 
disabled and people of other ethnicities also mandated within 
the SB 48 legislation. The other initiative would seek to offer an 
“opt out” option for parents who believe the legislation conflicts 
with their religious perspective. Unlike referendums, initiative 

efforts have 150 days to gather signatures in order to qualify for 
the ballot.  Both initiatives would need approximately 505,000 
verified signatures to qualify. If you would like more information 
on this effort, please email the CFRW Advocate at advo-
cate@cfrw.org. 

Stop California Dream Act 
The battle for our state is waging on and the battlefield is in the 
ballot box. Ballot measures are an important way to overturn or 
“fix” legislation that our overwhelmingly Democrat legislature 
passes. So, keep gathering signatures, keep educating those who 
are not plugged in and keep up the fight! The momentum is 
growing and another petition that needs our help is the referen-
dum to overturn AB 131 (Cedillo, D-45), otherwise known as the 
California Dream Act which allows illegal immigrants to apply 
and qualify for public tuition aid. If you need petitions, please 
email Allison at advocate@cfrw.org. Completed petitions are 
due in the CFRW Advocate’s office NO LATER THAN JANUARY 
2nd!! Please send in petitions as soon as you can! If you are una-
ble to gather signatures, donations go a long way as well! Please 
visit www.StopAB131.com to donate. Even $5 can be used to 
send out hundreds of petitions! Thank you for your continued 
commitment to saving California! Women in Numbers! 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Next week is already Thanksgiving! Can you believe it? There will 
not be a Capitol Update next week. While you gather with your 
families to watch football and feast on delicious food, take time 
to remember those serving in our military who are not able to 
spend holidays with their families because they are protecting 
our freedom. We have much to be thankful for in this great 
country of ours. God bless you and have a Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Capitol Update 
November 18, 2011 

California Federation of Republican Women 
Mariann Hedstrom, President 

Allison Olson, Legislative Advocate 

CFRW-Northern Division Convention Report 
Contributed by Mary Logasa 

Cece Dahl and I attended this convention in Sacramento the 
weekend of November 12-13. 

The Northern Division Republican women know how to or-
ganize a conference that was well worth attending. They 
had outstanding speakers who presented so much infor-
mation that by the end of the day our heads were spinning. 
Speakers included Janie Johnson, author of "Don’t Take My 
Lemonade Stand" ( a book every family raising children 
should have ). She spoke at the Saturday noon luncheon. 
That afternoon Dr. William Wagner and Peter Friedman 
(both of whom have spoken to our club in the past several 
years) each spoke about the continuing threat of Islam to 
our country. At this session each club was given a Focus Pa-
per on Sharia Law, sponsored by the Northern Division 
board of directors and available to interested members in 
our club. .  

The Banquet speaker was Lynne Leach who topic was "The 
Mess, the Message, and the Messenger". (She also has spo-
ken to our club). but what a talk! I wish you all could have 
heard her. I hope we can get her to speak to us in the com-
ing year....she is an excellent speaker.  

On Sunday awards of all kinds were presented. Happily 
Sonoma Valley won the Diamond Award from NFRW, 
thanks to the many hours Ruth Ney put into scoring our 
points for this award. And thanks to Tina Grippi, our news-
letter was awarded third place by the judges for Northern 
Division newsletters as well as by the judges for CFRW.  It 
takes work to get those awards!  

There are other awards out there that our club should be 
vying for also.  

We will let you know what they are as we get into the next 
biennium.  

http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=president@cfrw.org
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Reaganomics and  
American Character 

November 2011 
Phil Gramm, Former U.S. Senator 

CURRENTLY vice chairman of the invest-
ment bank division of UBS, Phil Gramm 
served as a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives from Texas’s sixth con-
gressional district from 1978-1985, and as 
a U.S. Senator from Texas from 1985-2002. 
Prior to his career in politics, he taught 
economics at Texas A&M University from 
1967-1978. He earned both his B.A. and his 
doctorate in economics from the University 
of Georgia. 

The following is adapted from a speech 
delivered at Hillsdale College on October 3, 
2011, during a four day conference on 
“Reagan: A Centenary Retrospective,” 
sponsored by the College’s Center for Con-
structive Alternatives. 

What was the American economy like in 
the decade prior to the Reagan presiden-
cy? The 1970s, for a myriad of reasons, 
were not a happy time. They featured a 
combination of stagnation and inflation, 
which came to be called “stagflation.” The 
inflation rate peaked at 13-and-a-half per-
cent, and prime interest rates rose as high 
as 21-and-a-half percent. Although Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter did not use the exact 
words, a malaise had certainly set in 
among Americans. Many wondered wheth-
er time had passed our nation by. A Time 
magazine headline read: “Is the Joyride 
Over?” Did we really need, as Jimmy Carter 
told us, to learn to live on less? 

Ronald Reagan did not believe America 
was in decline, but he did believe it had 
been suffering under wrongheaded eco-
nomic policies. In response, he offered his 
own plan, a program for creating economic 
freedom that came to be known as 
Reaganomics. Of course, most of 
Reaganomics was nothing new. Mostly it 
was the revival of an older understanding 
that unlimited government will eventually 
destroy freedom and that decisions regard-
ing the allocation of scarce resources are 
best left to the private sector. Reagan ex-
plained these old ideas well, and in terms 
people could understand.  

But there was also a new element to 
Reaganomics, and looking back, it was a 
powerful element and new to the econom-
ic debate. It was the idea that tax rates 
affect a person’s incentive to work, save 

and invest. To put it simply: lower tax rates 
create more economic energy, which gen-
erates more economic activity, which pro-
duces a greater flow of revenue to the gov-
ernment. This idea—which came to be 
known as the Laffer Curve—was met with 
media skepticism and public skepticism. 
But in the end it passed the critical test for 
any public policy. It worked.  

To be sure, there were a couple of major 
impediments to the economic success of 
Reagan’s program. For one, the Federal 
Reserve Bank clamped down on the money 
supply in 1981 and 1982, in an effort to 
break the back of inflation, and subse-
quently the economy slipped into the 
steepest recession of the post-World War 
II period. Secondly, Soviet communism was 
on the march, the U.S. was in retreat 
around the world, and President Reagan 
was determined to rebuild our national 
defense as part of a program of peace 
through strength. Both of these factors 
worked strongly against Reagan in the 
battle to revive the American economy. 
Nor was it a forgone conclusion that his 
program would get through Congress. We 
shouldn’t forget that it was a tough pro-
gram. For example, it eliminated three So-
cial Security benefits in one day: the adult 
student benefit, the minimum benefit, and 
the death benefit. Reagan’s program repre-
sented a dramatic change in public policy.  

With his great skill in communicating ideas, 
Reagan got his program through Congress. 
And despite Fed policies and large expendi-
tures for national defense, his program 
succeeded. I don’t want to bore you with 
statistics, but I will have to present some to 
make my case. Most importantly, I hope I 
will succeed in demonstrating what a 
difference good policies make to the aver-
age citizen.  

The evidence is, I think, overwhelming: the 
Reagan program, when fully implemented 
in 1983, ushered in a 25-year economic 
golden age. America experienced very rap-
id economic growth and only two minor 
recessions in those 25 years, whereas 
there were four recessions in the previous 
12 years, two of them big ones. 

What exactly did Reagan do? For starters, 
he cut the top tax rate from 70 percent to 
28 percent. And yes, high income earners 
benefitted from these cuts. But as I used to 
say in Congress, no one poorer than I am 
ever hired me in my life. And despite lower 
rates, the rich ended up paying a greater 
share: In 1979, the top one percent of in-
come earners in America paid 18.6 percent 
of the total tax bill. By 2006, the last year 
for which we have reliable numbers, they 

were paying 39.1 percent of the total tax 
bill. The top ten percent of earners in 1979 
were paying 48.1 percent of all taxes. By 
2006, they were paying 72.8 percent. The 
top 40 percent of all earners in 1979 were 
paying 85.1 percent of all taxes. By 2006, 
they were paying 98.7 percent. The bottom 
40 percent of earners in 1979 paid 4.6 per-
cent of all taxes. By 2006, they were receiv-
ing 3.3 percent in direct payments from 
the U.S. Treasury. 

In the 12 years prior to the Reagan pro-
gram, economic growth averaged 2.5 per-
cent. For the following 25 years, it aver-
aged 3.3 percent. What about per capita 
income? In the 12 years prior to the 
Reagan program, per capita GDP, in real 
terms, grew by 1.5 percent. For the 25 
years after the Reagan program was imple-
mented, real per capita income grew by 
2.2 percent. By 2006, the average Ameri-
can was making $7,400 more than he 
would have made if growth rates had re-
mained at the same level as they were dur-
ing the 12 years prior to the Reagan pro-
gram. A family of four was making $29,602 
more. During the 12 years prior to Reagan, 
America created 1.3 million jobs per year. 
That number is pretty impressive com-
pared to today’s stagnant economy. But 
during the Reagan years, America added 2 
million jobs per year. That means as of 
2006 there were 17.5 million more Ameri-
cans at work than would have been work-
ing had the growth rates of the pre-Reagan 
era continued.  

Inflation, which had been 7.6 percent for 
the previous 12 years, fell to 3.1 percent. 
Interest rates plummeted. ……….. 

………….The point of raising a statue to 
Ronald Reagan is not just to honor him, 
although it rightly does do that. A statue 
inspires and encourages the rest of us to 
try and emulate his deeds, to live up to his 
ideals, to finish his work, and to “grasp and 
hold” his vision. Reagan wrote in his fare-
well message to the American people in 
November 1994 announcing his retirement 
from public life: “When the Lord calls me 
home, I will leave with the greatest love for 
this country of ours and eternal optimism 
for its future. I now begin the journey that 
will lead me into the sunset of my life. I 
know that for America, there will always be 
a bright dawn ahead.” Though characteris-
tically upbeat, it will only remain true so 
long as America continues to produce lead-
ers with the moral courage and the leader-
ship abilities of Ronald Reagan, one of 
America’s greatest presidents. 
(To read the entire story, please visit http://
www.hillsdale.edu/news/imprimis.asp) 
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The Job Killing President 
by Tierra Warren  

November 15, 2011 
With 14 million Americans unemployed, you’d think President 
Obama would be open to job creating solutions. 

But the opposite seems to be true. 

Last week, the Obama administration announced it would de-
lay a decision on the Keystone XL oil pipeline until after the 
2012 elections–a $7 billion pipeline that would bring more than 
700,000 barrels of oil per day from Alberta, Canada to the Tex-
as gulf coast. 

Over the last several months, President Obama had been feel-
ing the heat from radical environmentalists and Hollywood’s 
celebrity base to block the construction of the pipeline.  As The 
Heritage Foundation’s Mike Brownfield explains, the admin-
istration’s retreat on this issue shows “politics is more im-
portant than achieving true energy independence for the Unit-
ed States.” 

Still touting his American Jobs Act, a new taxpayer-funded 
“stimulus,” the President fails to realize the Keystone pipeline 
would have been a jobs and revenue creator. By some predic-
tions, tens of thousands of jobs would have been created to 
build the 3,204 miles of pipeline, all while generating $5.2 bil-
lion in property tax revenue for Montana, South Dakota, Kan-
sas, Oklahoma, Nebraska and Texas. 

And the best part? 

Not a single taxpayer dollar would be spent to fund this. The 
project would be funded by private dollars. 

This project should be a no brainer for the administration. Her-
itage’s Nick Loris explains, 

Radical environmentalists act as if this is the first oil pipeline 
being built in the United States. We have 50,000 miles of oil 
pipeline in this country that have provided massive economic 
benefits with minimal environmental harm. In short, building 
the Keystone XL pipeline is nothing new, and it’s one of the 
most environmentally sensible ways to transport oil. Even the 
Obama Administration determined it to be safe when the State 
Department’s recent Environmental Impact Statement found 
that the pipeline would pose few environmental risks. 

And not taking advantage of this project opens the door for 
other countries to capitalize on this oil. 

Heritage’s David Kreutzer explains that the development of 
Canada’s oil sands will be slowed, thereby increasing its cost. 
And the oil will be processed and refined in other countries, 
like China, rather than in the U.S. 

So, block the XL pipeline if you think the environment will be 
better served by shipping Canadian oil an extra 6,000 miles 
across the Pacific in oil-consuming super tankers and then re-
fining it in less-regulated Chinese refineries. In addition, be 
aware that replacing the Canadian oil means the U.S. also must 
import more oil by tankers, which are less efficient than pipe-
lines. 

So while the President tables this job creator until after the 
2012 elections, 14 million Americans remain without a job and 
America is no closer to energy independence. 

 

What do you think? Is the President playing politics with the 
Keystone pipeline? Do you think the pipeline boosts America’s 
energy independence? 

 

Bay Area Patriots Bay Area Patriots   
Important Event 

Napa Valley Republican Women Federated and  
Napa Tea Party  

Present….. 
Free tactical training sessions on  
Preserving Private Property 

Conducted by Heather Gass and Mimi Steel 

When: Saturday, December 10, (From Noon to 4pm)  
What: Private Property and One Bay Area Workshop  (FREE) 
Where:  Coldwell Banker meeting room, 1775 Lincoln Ave., Napa, 
CA  (corner of Lincoln & Calif. Blvd) 
(Please consider donating a few $ to help cover the cost of the 
program) YOU must RSVP to attend: Please email Barbara Schell 
@ bj_109@att.net 

Learn how to protect your private property rights against the en-
croachment that is One Bay Area Plan, justified under the excuse 
of preserving the planet from Global Warming.  You will learn 
about One Bay Area, which is the local implementation of Agenda 
21.  We will discuss the impact that the Plan will have on your 
future.  The objective of One Bay is "175 wealth redistribution" 
and "social equity".  Help us stop this insanity.  

The One Bay Area visioning meetings will be starting up again in 
January, 2012 and we need to be prepared. This is a serious train-

ing session and is open to all patriots. We invite leaders and patri-
ots from other groups to come and get trained.  The program will 
be in 2 two parts, an education session and a hands-on workshop.   

EDUCATION  SESSION 
12:00-1:00   
One Bay Area Overview—Mimi Steel 
Understanding the Opposition, Countering their Language, Re-
searching and FOIA, Talking to your neighbors 
1:00-2:00 
Feet on the Street—Heather Gass 
Visioning Sessions, Countering the Delphi Technique, Leaflets and 
messaging, Recruiting friends and neighbors 

WORKSHOP/STRATEGY SESSION 
2:00-3:00  
WORKSHOPS/STRATEGY SESSION BY COUNTY  
Five suggested actions  will be provided, Discuss in your group 
how you will implement them in your county, Develop 5 or more 
actions to share in the next hour 
3:00-4:00  
Presentation of Workshop/Strategy Discussions to Group, Come 
prepared to participate, meet other people in your county, and 
get involved! 

YIP, Sally 

http://www.heritage.org/
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FEDERAL 
COMMANDER AND CHIEF 
Barack Hussein Obama II (D) 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500  
Comment Line:   202-456-1111 
Switchboard: 202-456-1414  
Fax: 202-456-2461 
www.whitehouse.gov 
president@whitehouse.gov 
 

U. S. SENATE 
BARBARA BOXER (D) 
1700 Montgomery St., Suite 240 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415) 403-0100; Fax 415-956-6701 
senator@boxer.senate.gov 
 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN (D) 
525 Market St., Rm. 3670 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 393-0707; Fax 202-228-3954 
senator@feinstein.senate.gov  

 
U. S. HOUSE 
MIKE THOMPSON (D)  
DISTRICT 1 
NAPA DISTRICT OFFICE 
1040 Main Street, Suite 101 
Napa, CA 94559 
Phone: (707) 226-9898 
Fax: (707) 251-9800 
 

LYNN WOOLSEY (D) 
DISTRICT 6 
Sonoma Office: 
1101 College Avenue 
Suite 200 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
Ph.:  707-542-7182 
 

STATE 
GOVERNOR  
JERRY BROWN (D) 
State Capitol Building, Ste. 1173 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: 916-445-2841 
Fax: 916-558-3160 

To send an Electronic Mail please visit: 
http://www.govmail.ca.gov 
 
STATE SENATE  
PATRICIA WIGGINS (D) 
DISTRICT  2 

State Capitol Room 4081 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
District Office:  
50 D. Street, Ste. 120-A 
Santa Rosa, CA  95404 
(707) 576 2771 
 
MARK LENO (D) 
DISTRICT 3   
State Capitol Room 5114 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
District office:   
3501 Civic Center Dr.,  
Room 425,  
San Rafael Ca 94903     
Ph:  415-479-6612  
Website www.senatormarkleno.com 
 

ASSEMBLY 
JARED HUFFMAN (D) 
DISTRICT 6 
County of Marin 
3501 Civic Center Drive, Rm 412 
San Rafael, CA  94903 
(415) 479-4920 
 
NOREEN EVANS (D) 
DISTRICT 7 
Santa Rosa 
50 D Street, Suite 301 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
(707) 546-4500 
COUNTY 
SUPERVISOR VALERIE BROWN (D) 
County Administration Building 
575 Administration Dr. Room 100A, Santa 
Rosa,  
CA 95403 
Main Office (707) 565-2241 

2011 GOVERNMENT   CONTACTS 

2011 CFRW GOVERNING BOARD 

CFRW President 
Mariann Hedstrom 
president@cfrw.org 

President Northern Division 
Murriel Oles 
mvoles@sbcglobal.net 
www.cfrwnorhterndivision.org 

North Bay Region Director 
Edelweiss Geary 
707-525-8085 
esgeary@sbcglobal.net 

Legislative Advocate Office 
Allison Olson 
(916) 442-4084 
advocate@cfrw.org 

President 
Sue Lynch, WI 
kells52@aol.com 
slynch@nfrw.org 

1st Vice President 

Rae Lynne Chornenky, AZ 

rlc@chornenkylaw.com 

2nd Vice President 
Patt A. Parker, MD 
Patt.nfrw@comcast.net 

3rd Vice President 
Martha Jenkins, NC 
marthanjenkins@gmail.com 

4th Vice President 
Jessie Morton, LA 
jlane@cheshire.net 

Secretary 
Jane Lane, NH 
jlane@cheshire.net 

Treasurer 
Brenda R. Smith, KS 
bsmith@sunflowerinsurance.com 

Parliamentarian 
Jan Kennady, TX 
djkennady@axs4u.net 

2011 NFRW GOVERNING BOARD 
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Websites of interest 
NFRW    www.nfrw.org 
CFRW    www.cfrw.org 
CFRW Northern Div.  www.cfrwnd.org 
CA Assembly   www.assembly.ca.gov 
CA Senate   www.sen.ca.gov 
CA Republican Party  www.cagop.org 
US House of Rep.  www.house.gov 
US Senate   www.senate.gov 
Rep Nat’l Comm  www.rnc.org 
KSFO Radio   www.ksfo.560.com 
Repub. Party of Sonoma Cnty www.sonomagop.org 
The Heritage Foundation www.heritage.org 
Hillsdale Imprimus  www.hillsdale.edu/news/imprimis 
The American Conservative www.conservative.org 
Political Vanguard  www.politicalvanguard.com 
The American Thinker www.americanthinker.com 
Bay Area Patriots  www.bayareapatriots.com 
Flip This House  www.flipthishouse2010.com 
The American Conservative Union www.conservative.org 
Numbers USA   www.numbersusa.com 
Fact Check   www.factcheck.org 
Eric Golub   www.tygrrrrexpress.com 

Call-In Shows 
KSFO 560 AM   415-808-5600 
 Brian Sussman  415-808-5600 
 Rush Limbaugh  800-282-2882 
                (fax)  212-563-9166 
 Sean Hannity  800-941-7326 
 Mark Levin  877-381-3811 
 Barbara Simpson 415-808-5600 
 Roger Hedgecock 877-847-6437 
 Rabbi Daniel Lapin 415-808-5600 
KNEW 910 AM 
 Armstrong & Getty 866-311-8255 
KTRB 860 AM  
 Michael Savage  800-449-8255 
KSTE 650 AM (Sacramento) 
 The O’Reilly Factor w/ 800-966-7746 
  Bill O’Reilly 
 Dennis Miller  866-993-3664 
 Michael Savage  800-449-8255 

http://www.cfrwnd.org/
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SVRWF 
P.O. BOX 875  
SONOMA, CA  95476  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

NOVEMBER 

SVRWF SATELLITE MEETING   WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH THE CHANTERELLE CLUBHOUSE 
          6PM, 165 ST. JAMES ST. 
 

DECEMBER 

 
LUNCHEON MEETING    THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8TH  THE LODGE AT SONOMA, 
 SPEAKER MURRIEL OLES       11AM REGISTRATION, 11:30AM SPEAKER 
          LUNCH TO FOLLOW 
 
BAY AREA PATRIOTS    SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10TH COLDWELL BANKER MEETING ROOM 
NAPA VALLEY RWF AND NAPA TEA PARTY      1775 LINCOLN AVE, NAPA, CA 
CONFERENCE/MEETING        12NOON-4PM 
 

BOARD MEETING     TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH  9AM, SONOMA HILLS RETIREMENT HOME 

JANUARY 2012 

NO LUNCHEON 

Join us on Thursday, December 8, 2011
 

at The Lodge at Sonoma
 

Guest Speaker 
Murielle Oles

 

“The 2012 Election Cycle after Proposition 14” 

REPUBLICAN WOMEN CLUB MEETINGS IN NORTH BAY REGION  

Marin Republican Women, Federated ðmeets fourth Wednesday of each month (www.mrwf.org)  

Napa Valley Republican Women, Federated ðmeets second Thursday of each month (www.napagop.org)  

Napa Vintage Republican Women, Federated ð(information 707 -554 -4710)  

Upper Napa Republican Women, Federated ð(Marjorie Preston 707 -226 -2914)  

Santa Rosa Republican Women, Federated ðmeets fourth Tuesday of each month (www.srrwf.org)  

Novato Republican Women, Federated ðmeets third Tuesday of each month (www.novatorwf.org)  


