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1ST VP
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Americanism
The History Of Flag Day

http.//americanism.cfsites.org

The Fourth of July was traditionally celebrated as America's birthday, but the idea of an annual day
specifically celebrating the Flag is believed to have first originated in 1885. BJ Cigrand, a schoolteach-
er, arranged for the pupils in the Fredonia, Wisconsin Public School, District 6, to observe June 14 (the
108th anniversary of the official adoption of The Stars and Stripes) as 'Flag Birthday'.

In numerous magazines and newspaper articles and public addresses over the following years, Cigrand
continued to enthusiastically advocate the observance of June 14 as 'Flag Birthday', or 'Flag Day'. On
June 14, 1889 , George Balch, a kindergarten teacher in New York City, planned appropriate ceremo-
nies for the children of his school, and his idea of observing Flag Day was later adopted by the State
Board of Education of New York. On June 14, 1891 , the Betsy Ross House in Philadelphia held a Flag
Day celebration, and on June 14 of the following year, the New York Society of the Sons of the Revo-
lution, celebrated Flag Day.

Following the suggestion of Colonel J Granville Leach (at the time historian of the Pennsylvania Society

of the Sons of the Revolution), the Pennsylvania Society of Colonial Dames of America on April 25,
1893 adopted a resolution requesting the mayor of Philadelphia and all others in authority and all pri-

vate citizens to display the Flag on June 14th. Leach went on to recommend that thereafter the day be
known as 'Flag Day', and on that day, school children be assembled for appropriate exercises, with

each child being given a small Flag. Two weeks later on May 8th, the Board of Managers of the Penn-
sylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution unanimously endorsed the action of the Pennsylvania Soci-

ety of Colonial Dames. As a result of the resolution, Dr. Edward Brooks, then Superintendent of Public
Schools of Philadelphia, directed that Flag Day exercises be held on June 14, 1893 in Independence
Square.

School children were assembled, each carrying a small Flag, and patriotic songs were sung and ad-
dresses delivered. In 1894, the governor of New York directed that on June 14 the Flag be displayed

on all public buildings. With BJ Cigrand and Leroy Van Horn as the moving spirits, the lllinois organiza-

tion, known as the American Flag Day Association, was organized for the purpose of promoting the
holding of Flag Day exercises. On  June 14th, 1894 , under the auspices of this association, the first
general public school children's celebration of Flag Day in Chicago was held in Douglas, Garfield,
Humboldt, Lincoln, and Washington Parks, with more than 300,000 children participating. Adults, too,
participated in patriotic programs. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior, delivered a 1914 Flag Day
address in which he repeated words he said the flag had spoken to him that morning: "I am what you
make me, nothing more. | swing before your eyes as a bright gleam of color, a symbol of yourself.”

Inspired by these three decades of state and local celebrations, Flag Day - the anniversary of the Flag
Resolution of 1777 - was officially established by the Proclamation of President Woodrow Wilson on
May 30th, 1916. While Flag Day was celebrated in various communities for years after Wilson's procla-
mation, it was not until  August 3rd, 1949 , that President Truman signed an Act of Congress designating
June 14th of each year as National Flag Day .
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LARSON
FAMILY
WINERY

Tasting Room Gpem Daily 10
Bocce Ball & Picnic Area
23355 Millerick Road
Sonoma, CA 95476

SIRGIERRy N

LOW-FAT FROZEN YOGURT 9%,
SORBET & MORE
408 FIRST STREET EAS
ON THE PLAZA
OPEN LATEB 996-0660

Carol Sue Werner

VALIC CPA, Financial Advisor
CA Ins. Lic. # 0E71539

16690 Arnold Drive, Sonoma, CA 95476

707-935-2135,

Cell 707-479-4043

cswerner@vom.com

M A Rv I<AVI%11ric:}Linng Women's Lives

BEAUTIFUL SKIN AT ANY AGE!
Skin to Dry? Too Oily? Too many fine lines?

Let me help you find an excellent skin care program with
Mary Kay© products formulated for your type of skin 8 safe
for sensitive skini money-back guarantee.

Call for a free skin care consultation today!

Mary Logasa
Independent Mary Kay© Beauty Consultant

957 Fairway Drive, Sonoma
Phone: 935-7743

Creating Healthier Lives ™

& Shaklee

Independent Distributor

Join the Green
T )
Use Earth Friendly,
Biodegradable
Household Products

Judith Landa

1990 East Napa Street* Sonoma, CA 95476
Tel:707.931.2205 * Fax: 707.931.2205
JudyL8@comcast.net
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Computer Help for Mac & PC
Internet & E-mail, Photos, Troubleshooting,
E-Bay/Craigslist, and so much morg
Diana (707) 327-8997 w
dianathetutor@gmail.com
HORI RB8UI LDER
& HOME RENOVATI ON
K1 T CHEN B Al T H
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andabi meterdys
Chris and Ti RA: Groi3@BwBF7

572 Fourth Bax: Eas846gQ7
Sonoma, CA @BHWI6-79B81F 07
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Betsy [Enn

Cell: (5208 91

Of fice: - 1999 )x BBB

Tol | PrONDB:8922 A Fax-19§55307)
34 West Spain Street (on the Pl ¢
www. retireinsonol
betsyenni s @comca

Paul 6s Painting Se

b

Li cemsBeodhd&ldnsured, Cal . L{c. #7
(707)1 38D

Paul A. 6Dwneey
848 Princeton Drive, Sondma, C
Interior Power Wafbphgcement
Resi dent SakhiningbDeck Cleaning
SheetrocExterior Varnishing
Repairs Commerci al
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Patty Ryan

oty PACIFIC
UNION

d. 415.271.2600 INTERNATIONAL

f. 707.939.9588 CHRISTIE'S

patty@pattyryan.com GREAT ESTATES'

A Member Of Real Living
DRE# 01217196
640 Broadway, Sonoma, CA 95476

THE

1oy

CARLA HASKELL, PROPRIETOR
www.shopsonoma.net

Fax: 707-938-3832
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone: 707-938-1197
201 West Napa Street

Rabobank, N.A.
&‘ Cathleen Gorham
Vice President
Rabobank Branch Manager

Office & Mailing address 10 Maple Street Suite 301

INDIVIDUAL
NEWSLETTER
SUPPORTERS

FOR 2011

BETTY
SHERER,

EVA

NEUMAN,
ANN
YOUNG,

JOY

JENKINS

THANK YOu!!ll

Vol ume

State Certified Real Estate Appraiser
Sonoma/Marin Counties for 30 Years

* Estates
e Trusts

* Refinance
* Relocation

Office: (707) 938-8474  Fax: (707) 935-9426
willivaughn@sbcglobal.net

25, padagesue

g

ACCENTHDESIGN

+ COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL INTERIORS »
542 AVENUE DEL ORD - SONOMA, CA 95476 « (707) 939-8336

MARTY JORNSON, Alfied Member, A.S.1.D.

Sonoma, CA 95476
Telephone (707) 933-3066 Cell (707) 775-7231
Fax (707)933-3085
E-mail Cathleen.Gorham@rabobank.com

www.rabobankamerica.com

< HORIZON
DESIGN & PUBLISHING

Horizon Design & Publishing
5724th St.E.
Sonoma, CA 95476

ﬂ Tina Grippi

|V
L

...............
Phone: 707-939-7994
E-mail: tjgrippi@sbcglobal.net

Learning Special.i
Betsy Dil] or
C2dzyRFa2ytf 1A
Reading, M&r hti ng,
Test Preparajtio
O. Box 1509, Gllen E
707 9689
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