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Luncheon Meeting, Thursday,  
March 12th 

The Lodge at Sonoma,  
1325 Broadway 

11 AM Registration,  
11:30 AM Speaker 

Luncheon to follow Speaker  
(approximately 12:15 PM) 

Fred LaCosse 
“Your American Freedoms:  Protect them or Lose them” 

How did we Americans get so lucky?  How did we Americans defy history and 
produce America’s great treasure of freedoms, freedoms that we often 
take for granted today?   
Fred talks with America’s Founding Fathers:  John Adams (and Abigail), 
Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, Sam Adams, Patrick Henry, Thomas 
Paine, Ben Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, George Washington. 
Together, they tell the amazing story of how our democratic republic was 
born, the checks and balances built into our government that protect us 
from tyranny, and how our unique values and individual rights give hope to 
mankind. 
Fred LaCosse is well-known to San Francisco TV viewers as a news anchor, reporter and talk 
show host.  He began his career in Chicago at WTTW and Columbus, Ohio at WLW-C.  The 
bulk of his career has been in the Bay Area:  KNTV & KICU, San Jose and KRON & KGO-TV, 
San Francisco. 

Behind the scenes, Fred has been a floor director, production manager, director, booth an-
nouncer, news writer/producer and news director. 

A native of South Bend, Indiana, he received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Liberal Arts from 
Wabash College and Master of Arts degree in Speech from Northwestern University.  He now 
has his own company called LaCosse Productions.  Fred lives in San Francisco with his wife, TV 
& Radio personality Terry Lowry.   

MARCH LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM 
THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2009 

11:00 am registration,  11:30 am Speaker 
 

NAME______________________  
NAME of GUEST  _______________________   

AMOUNT OF CHECK   ________ 

$30 when received by Saturday, March 7th  
$33 late reservation or walk-in 

 

MAKE PAYABLE TO:   
Sonoma Valley Republican Women 

SEND TO:  P.O. BOX 875, 28 Sonoma, CA 95476 
OR CALL/EMAIL (if your check will be late):  Lynn Burkart 953-0738/lynnburkart@sbcglobal.net 

A RESERVATION MADE, IS A RESERVATION PAID (no refunds for no-shows) 

 
 
 
 

CFRW Activities & Events 
CFRW 34TH ADVOCACY WORKSHOP 
AND SPRING ‘09 BOARD OF DIR. MTG 

MAY 3-5, 2009 
SACRAMENTO HYATT REGENCY  

AT CAPITOL PARK 
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President — Lynn Burkart 
Have you heard the one about the three Repub-
licans that asked for a bail out with their mort-
gage payments, and were told to “hold on, the 
government will take care of you?” The story 
ends with the government telling them they need to pay 
more taxes, so they could help out the people who bought 
houses they knew they couldn’t afford. Where all this 
“stimulus” stuff will end is just about anybody’s guess! 
The good news is that our club is being sought out by more 
Republicans in the area, looking for a safe place to meet, 
scream, yell, pray and pull their hair out while complaining 
over the recent doings in Washington.  I am  missing  
President Bush, who made us all feel that we were all go-
ing to be OK, and we could sleep at night. 
For President’s Day we had a great 
speaker in our own Northern Division 
President, Liz Froelich. She just 
looked so elegant, in her red hat and 
suit. She certainly was very informa-
tive about the Federation and its af-
filiations, and history.  No wonder 
she is the President! 
Our speaker for March is going to be fun too. He is formerly 
a local TV News Anchor, Fred LaCosse. He is a wonderful 
communicator and should really give us something to think 
about with his topic, “Your American Freedoms:  Protect 
them or Lose them”. 
Come to The Lodge at Sonoma and bring a friend.  You will 
have a great lunch, with like minded women, and listen to 
our wonderful speaker. This is where we all get revitalized 
to make it through the month, and to deal with our “change” 
in the government. 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all, 
Lynn 

1st Vice President/Programs — Mary Logasa   

I was so pleased our February meeting went so 
well. To all who attended thank you for sharing 
with us your ideas and what other organizations 
you participate in. I hope you learned more about 
our affiliation with NFRW and CFRW, thanks to 
Northern Division President Liz Froelich.  

We have two excellent speakers coming to us for March 
and April I am pleased to report. For March 12th we have 
Fred LaCosse, who is a former San Francisco television 
broadcaster. He now has his own company and has done 
considerable research on our Founding Fathers and how 
we Americans must nurture, sustain and protect our Ameri-
can Freedoms. His speech is titled "Your American Free-
doms: Protect Them or Lose Them". Read more about 
this distinguished man on the front page of this newsletter. 

Be sure to mark April 9 on your calendar when Dr. Charlie 
Self (also known as "Dr. History") will be our guest 
speaker. He is also a minister, professor, and author. He 
spoke to the CFRW-Northern Division Leadership Confer-
ence in January and was most inspiring. Do bring a guest 

or two to hear his talk. He looks forward to coming to So-
noma Valley and giving us the hope we need to get through 
these troubling economic and politically depressing times. 

2nd Vice President/Membership — Willy Hoekstra 

I want to thank all 106 members for paying their 
dues promptly.  Our total membership is now 
124 (not including associates).  For those of you 
who have not yet paid, you have one more 
chance to have your name published in the di-
rectory (which will be handed out at the March 
luncheon), as the deadline has been extended to 
February 28th.  Even if you are unable to attend the 
lunches, please consider re-joining—your membership 
dues help to pay for scholarships, Advocacy Day and 
community events that help us with our much needed 
exposure.  Let’s all stay involved and help the cause.  
Thanks so much. 

Teens  -  Russelle Johnson 
We are submitting our local high school teacher, 
David Donnelley, for the “My Favorite Teacher” 
Award to the State competition and then on to the 
National competition. Read more about it on page 
6 in this newsletter.   We also donated a this 
year’s book (Read All About It!, written by Laura 

and Jenna Bush) to the Prestwood School Library (picture 
on page 6).  
Directory/Roster 2009  -  Tina Grippi 

The 2009 Roster will be handed out at the March 
12 luncheon (barring any unforeseen printing is-
sues).  Please send in your membership dues by 
February 28th to appear in the  2009 Roster.  
And, if you have any changes that you know 
about (from last year’s roster or the “new member” 
announcements in the newsletter), please email me your 
changes (tjgrippi@sbcglobal.net).   

SVRWF Newsletter  -  Tina Grippi 

I am happy to inform you that our club 
received an “Honorable Mention” in 
the 2008 CFRW Newsletter Contest.  
We will continue to put out a quality 
product.  Thank you all for your input 
and support.   
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April 9th Luncheon 
Dr. Charlie Self  
AKA “Dr. History” 

 
 

Dr. Charlie Self has three degrees in history, including his Ph.D. from the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Cruz, with a focus on ethics and religion. He also has an M.A. in Philosophical 
and Systematic Theology from the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, CA . 
Charlie is an author, coach, consultant, minister, professor and thought-leader with a gift of 
encouraging personal growth.  He currently serves as a professor at Bethany College and 
Western Seminary.  Charlie is also known as “Dr. History” on KSFO-AM, appearing weekly 
on the Brian Sussman Show.   Look for more information on Charlie Self in our April Newslet-
ter. 
 

Don’t miss our April 9th luncheon and hear Dr. History for yourself!!!!! 

April Luncheon/Fairness Doctrine News 

Democrats Continue to Threaten Censoring 
of Popular Talk Show Host via the  

"Fairness Doctrine” 
Published on Christian Coalition of America (http://www.cc.org)  

Submitted by Jim Backlin on February 6, 2009 - 2:08pm  
 

Democrats continue to threaten the abolition of ra-
dio talk show hosts such as Rush Limbaugh, Sean 
Hannity and Laura Ingraham by passing legislation 
bringing back the misnamed "Fairness Doctrine"  

Left-wing Senator Debbie Stabenow, Democrat from 
Michigan, was reported in yesterday's "The Politico" 
newspaper on Capitol Hill to want to bring 
"accountability" to the public airwaves, whether it's 
called the Fairness Standard [sic]" or "whether it's 
called something else." Last year, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, San Francisco Democrat 
Nancy Pelosi, said that the "Fairness Doctrine" 
needed to be addressed in Congress. The question 
for Pelosi and Stabenow is, will their "Fairness Doc-
trine" applied to radio talk show hosts such as Rush 
Limbaugh, Sean Hannity and Laura Ingraham also be 
applied to the left-wing television news networks 
such as NBC, CBS and ABC?  

In her interview with liberal radio talk show host Bill 
Press -- who apparently is feeling a little lonely on 
the radio airwaves since the overwhelming majority 

of the American people do not like listening to lib-
eral talk show scolds -- Debbie Stabenow told him: "I 
absolutely think it's time to be bringing accountabil-
ity to the airwaves." Apparently, having all three 
major news networks in bed with the Democrat 
Party is not good enough for Stabenow. No First 
Amendment rights for any Americans disagreeing 
with their left-wing agenda!  Stabenow went on to 
tell Bill Press that she she "think(s) it’s absolutely 
time to pass a standard."  

Bill Press -- the failed television talk show host, and 
apparently failed radio talk show host fearing for his 
job -- went on to ask Stabenow: "Can we count on 
you to push for some hearings in the United States 
Senate this year, to bring these owners in and hold 
them accountable?" Stabenow replied that she 
"already had some discussions with colleagues" about 
Fairness "Standard" hearings and that she "feel(s) 
like that’s gonna happen. Yep." Those Americans 
who believe in the First Amendment and who lis-
ten to Rush Limbaugh better get ready for yet an-
other battle royale against a Democrat Party 
which bridges no dissent from their left-wing 
viewpoints. This better not slip off the radar 
screen of any American who believes in the First 
Amendment. 
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Contributed by Maureen Daley 

Prayer for Health, Wisdom and a Sense of Humor 
O Lord, give me a good digestion 

as well as something to digest. 
Give me health of body as well as the sense to keep it healthy. 

Give me a holy soul, O Lord, 
which keeps its eyes on beauty and purity, 
 so that it will not be afraid on seeing sin. 

 
Give me a soul that knows nothing of boredom, groans, and sighs. 

Never let me be overly concerned for this inconstant thing that I call me. 
Lord, give me a sense of humor, 

 so that I may take some happiness from this life, 
and share it with others. 

             Thomas Moore 

With this prayer in mind, I thought it would be appropriate to share the following with you.  It is 
from a pastor who was trying to please his entire congregation.  He announced to his parishion-
ers: 

“To make it possible for everyone to attend church next  

Sunday, we are going to have a special No Excuse Sunday”. 

• Cots will be placed in the foyer for those who say, “Sunday is my only day to sleep in”. 

• There will be a special section with lounge chairs who feel that our pews are too hard. 

• Eye drops will be available for those with tired eyes from watching T.V. late Saturday 
night. 

• We will have steel helmets for those who say “The roof would cave in if I ever came to 
church”. 

• Blankets will be furnished for those who think the church is too cold and fans for those 
who say it is too hot. 

• Score cards will be available for those who wish to list the hypocrites present. 

• Relatives and friends will be in attendance for those who can’t go to church and cook din-
ner, too. 

• We will distribute “Stamp Out Stewardship” buttons for those who feel that church is al-
ways asking for money. 

• One section will be devoted to trees and grass for those who like to seek God in nature. 

• Doctors and nurses will be in attendance for those who plan to be sick on Sunday. 

• The sanctuary will be decorated with both Christmas poinsettias and Easter lilies for 
those who never have seen the church without them. 

• We will provide hearing aids for those who can’t hear the preacher and cotton for those 

• who says he is too loud. 

                                                                                                                          Anonymous 
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NEW MEMBER ____           SONOMA VALLEY REPUBLICAN WOMEN, FEDERATED       RENEWAL ___ 
RENEWAL/NEW MEMBER FORM 

NAME: _________________________________   Spouse Name (Optional):________________________ 
  
ADDRESS:_____________________________CITY:________________________STATE:___________ZIP:_____________ 
    
PHONE:_______________________EMAIL:___________________________________Printed in Roster? YES ____ NO_____  

 
PLEASE INDICATE THE APPROPRIATE  MEMBERSHIP 
 
_____ACTIVE MEMBER  $26.00   
_____ ASSOCIATE MEMBER  $26.00 
 
PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO 
SVRWF,  
AND MAIL TO: 
SVRWF 
P.O. BOX 875,  
SONOMA, CA  95476 
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2009 MEMBERSHIP and RENEWALS = 106  
(not including Associate Members) 

   
PLEASE SEND IN YOUR RENEWAL SO THAT YOUR INFORMATION 

WILL APPEAR IN THE 2009 ROSTER/DIRECTORY.   
YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES HELP TO PAY FOR SCHOLAR-
SHIPS, ADVOCACY DAY AND COMMUNITY EVENTS THAT 

HELP US WITH OUR MUCH NEEDED EXPOSURE.   
Those of you who join after the February 28th (extended) deadline will 

have to be announced in the newsletter as “renewed” and to be handwrit-
ten into the 2009 Rosters. 

CORRECTIONS 
Rosemarie DeCarli Lady_tudor@yahoo.com (incorrect email in last newsletter) 
 
Please add this change to your 2008 Roster.  Please let our Membership Chair, 

Willy Hoekstra, know of any changes or updates:   
996-0661 or willyhoekstra@att.net 

I would like to help with (please check one or more) 

I would like to receive the Newsletter via:  _____Email, _____Paper only 
     ______Email and Paper 
 
***The club recommends Email only in order to cut back on printing and postage costs*** 

Our next CRA meeting will be Wednesday, February 25th at 7 PM at the  
Chanterelle Club house, 165 St. James. Mike DeNunzio—Speaker 

Please let Roger Young know if you plan on attending. 939-1569 or jovan@hughes.net. 
Note:  The CRA meets the 4th Thursday of each month. 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE OVERDUE FOR 2009 
We need your membership dues by February 28th at the latest if you would like  

your name and information to appear in the 2009 Roster/Directory.  

Your membership dues go towards scholarships, Advocacy Day and so much more. 

_____Hospitality 
_____Phone Bank 
_____Luncheon Reservations 
_____Voter Registration  

(helping at Tuesday night Farmer’s Market) 

_____Vintage Festival (Parade or Booth) 
_____4th of July (Parade or Booth) 

_____May Picnic/Fundraiser 
_____Photographer(s) (and submit photos 
to website/newsletter/calendar committee—Tina 
Grippi)  
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“MY FAVORITE TEACHER” AWARD 
Contributed by Russelle Johnson 

 

The NFRW “My Favorite Teacher” Award recognizes excellence 
in teaching and the impact that one good teacher can have on 
every individual.  Each of us can name a teacher who has made a 
difference in our lives.  As Republicans, we are often positioned 
as the enemy of teachers because of the politics of the NEA and 
the American Federation of Teachers.  The “My Favorite Teacher” Award gives us the 
opportunity to share good news about the positive impact a teacher can have.   Our 
club is nominating Dave Donnelley.  You will remember him as our speaker in De-

cember.  We are so pleased that he accepted the nomination. We are very lucky to have a person of his ex-
pertise and experience representing us.  The application will be submitted for state competition and then 
on to national competition.  I will keep you informed as to the progress.   

 

 

 

 

SVRWF 2009 Sonoma Valley High School Essay Contest 
The winner of this contest will be awarded a $1,000 scholarship at the Senior Awards Program on Wednes-
day, May 27, 2009.  The application, with complete requirements, will be available on March 4 TH . Please 
tell your granddaughters, grandsons and dear friends about this opportunity.  For more information call 
Russelle Johnson, 935-8658.    A very generous, anonymous donor has made this scholarship possible. 
Once again, if you know of a graduating SVHS senior please let them know of this opportunity.     

Russelle Johnson reads to 
her grandsons Will and 

Wyatt Larson and  
Tina Grippi’s daughter,  

Danielle.  Russelle  
personally donated  
Read All About It!,  

written by  
Laura and Jenna Bush, to  
Prestwood School Library. 
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 A few facts About  
General David Petraeus:   

 A True Patriot and "A Most Honorable American" 
(courtesy of Wikipedia) 

Contributed by Janet Cocoles 

  
 
 
General David Howell Petraeus, USA (born November 7, 1952) is the 10th and current Commander, U.S. Central Command. 
Speaking at the change of command ceremony on October 31, 2008, Secretary of Defense Robert Gates said of Petraeus: "He is the 
preeminent soldier-scholar-statesman of his generation and precisely the man we need in this command at this time."  Petraeus pre-
viously served as Commanding General, Multi-National Force - Iraq (MNF-I) from January 26, 2007 to September 16, 2008.  As Com-
mander of MNF-I, Petraeus oversaw all coalition forces in Iraq.  Petraeus was the General George C. Marshall Award winner as the 
top graduate of the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College—class of 1983.   He subsequently earned a M.P.A. degree 
(1985) and a PhD degree (1987) in International Relations from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at 
Princeton University. He later served as Assistant Professor of International Relations at the U.S. Military Academy and also com-
pleted a fellowship at Georgetown University. He has a BS from the U.S. Military Academy—class of 1974—from which he graduated 
as a distinguished cadet (top 5% of his class). 

A poll recently conducted by Foreign Policy and Prospect magazines selected Petraeus as one of the world's top 100 public intellec-
tuals. And in April of this year, the Static Line Association named Petraeus as its 2008 Man of the Year. In 2007, Time named Pet-
raeus one of the 100 most influential leaders and revolutionaries of the year as well as one of its four runners up for Time Person of 
the Year.   He was also named the second most influential American conservative by The Daily Telegraph as well as The Daily Tele-
graph's 2007 Man of the Year  and "America's most respected soldier" by Der Spiegel in 2008.  In 2005, Petraeus was selected as 
one of America's top leaders by US News and World Report.Some news reports have speculated that Petraeus may have interest in 
running for the presidency. Despite these accounts, Petraeus has categorically stated that he has no political ambitions.  Most re-
cently, GQ Magazine (December 2008) named Petraeus as the "Leader of the Year: Right Man, Right Time", Newsweek named him 
the 16th most powerful person in the world in its December 20, 2008 edition, and Prospect magazine named him the "Public Intellec-
tual of the Year.” 

Being a Citizen-Activist 
We, as concerned citizens, direct our attention to government 
for two basic reasons we want to make something happen or we 
do not like what is happening or about to happen. 

On one hand, you may want to kill a bill, remove an official or 
block a proposed regulation or, on the other, and more positive 
side, you might want to pass a bill, get a friend appointed to an 
important position, or get a favorable ruling from an administra-
tive agency. Thus, it is important that we know not only the 
complexities of our government and how it works, but also how 
to address the issues that we are trying to influence.1 

Our Founding Fathers promoted the idea of Life, Liberty, and the 
Pursuit of Happiness. As an American, we are blessed with the 
advantage to engage in politics. Our creative ideas can lead to 
legislative changes in local, state, and federal law.  

Oftentimes, bad policies move quickly through the legislative 
process and good policies are defeated within a few days of be-
ing introduced. We must organize and voice our opposition or 
support for legislation. Our successful leadership should be care-
fully organized and well planned. It is critical to work within the 
political system to achieve the desired goal. 

Understanding the psychological makeup of our Legislators and 
knowing their key staff members is vital to achieving success as 
an advocate. Although money still plays a major role in getting 
the attention of your legislator, it is not the only thing. Learning 
to be a good citizen activist and the essential building blocks to 
that activism makes the job of a potential activist/advocate eas-
ier. Federated Women wield their power through not only their 
numbers, but through their educated volunteerism, capable ad-
vocate and women who continually make a difference. 

According to GOPAC, the conservative education and training 

center, there are "four stages of a citizen-activist"2and, you, as 
the citizen activist may choose at which level you wish to exert 
your power.  

Stage I:  The Voter: The most important, least time consum-
ing, and, without a vote, even the best candidate would not get 
elected. Not only do we ask all federated women to exercise 
their right to vote but to work fervently to "Get Out the Vote" of 
others. 

Stage II: The Volunteer This stage is vital to the continuing 
success of our democratic system. One can pick various ways to 
participate at this second stage by: 

ο joining your local party 

ο volunteering for a political or initiative campaign 

ο educating the public 

ο registering voters 

ο distributing fliers, yards signs 

ο canvassing door-to-door 

ο attending town hall meetings 

ο getting out the vote on election day 

ο writing letters to the editor 

Stage III: The Leader! Run the campaign, be a party activist, 
build coalitions, work the media.   

Finally, Stage IV: The Candidate! Running for elective office is 
the height of citizen activism. 
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From Michelle P. Connor, Legislative Advocate 

FOCUS ON THE ASSEMBLY 
February 17, 2009 

 

The CFRW opposes the sister bills AB 68 and AB 87. 
AB 68 by Brownley (D-41) and AB 87 by Davis (D-48) are 
nanny bills that would impose a recycling program of a 
twenty-five cent fee per plastic bag. The citizens of California 
do not need a new law to force recycling. Over four hundred 
retail chains take back plastic bags without a fee. For the full 
list of stores and recycling centers, please go to 
www.plasticbagrecycling.org. 
 
Analysis by Cathy Ritch: Tax and Revenue Analyst 
What both bills do: 
These bills would prohibit a store from providing a singe-use 
carryout bag to a customer unless the store charges a fee of 
not less than 25 cents per bag. The funds would be adminis-
tered by the State Board of Equalization. The money raised 
would go out in the form of grants to cities and counties for 
programs related to singe-use carryout bags and reusable 
bag giveaways. 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
These bills are projected to raise (at maximum and if no one 
uses recyclable bags) $4.750 billion a year. It is estimated that 
19 billion bags are consumed by Californians each year. 
 
Arguments Against: 
The 25 cent per plastic bag levy will place an undue financial 
burden on poor working families. Because this bill does not 
specify how the grocery stores are to collect the 25 cents per 
bag used, stores may simply build the costs into their transac-
tion costs leading to higher grocery, restaurant, retail and 
pharmacy bills for everyone—including those who bring their 
own reusable bags to these establishments. 

If such a fee were to be imposed, using the money for reus-
able bag giveaways and to promote the program is a terrible 
waste of money. 

The imposition of this fee to retailers is a thinly disguised tax, 
which should be brought to the voters of this state for ap-
proval. When this bill is challenged in court, the courts will 
likely find that there is insufficient nexus between this tax and 
the costs of “programs to prevent the littering of plastic carry-
out bags, cleaning up the litter cause by plastic carryout bags, 
and encouraging the reduction of the use of plastic carryout 
bags.” The over $4 billion dollars projected to be raised by 
this tax is far in excess of the costs of plastic bag clean-up of 
$25 million. 

The Legislature’s previous efforts in this area deserve a 
chance to work in the private sector before bringing in more 
punitive measures. AB 2449 (Levine-2006) has been in opera-
tion for a year and has created a partnership between 
neighborhood retailers and their customers who have the 
opportunity to return their carry out bags for recycling. Cus-
tomer behavior has already begun to change as more retailers 

are selling reusable bags and people have started to both 
purchase and use them. 
 

FOCUS ON THE SENATE 
Federal judges uphold rights of prisoners over  

rights and safety of law-abiding citizens 
Source: Senator Runner’s Weekly Review 

 
“For more than a few years, federal judges have threatened to 
release thousands of dangerous felons early from California’s 
state prisons due to theoretical crowding and poor health 
care conditions. 

“Liberal California Legislators have championed this cry for 
early release – as if these tens of thousands of prisoners were 
serving hard state prison time for jaywalking and now upon 
release they would magically reintegrate into society and be-
come model citizens. 

“Republicans have fought against this irresponsible proposal. I 
have personally acted as a court intervener in the case against 
California’s prisons. 

“Still, it looks as though the federal judges of the Ninth Circuit 
are pressing on with their outrageous plan to release more 
than 50,000 prisoners into California communities. If this dan-
gerous plan comes to fruition, I promise to support a court 
appeal. 

“First, I don’t believe that the federal judges have the legal 
authority to release prisoners convicted by jury trials. I also do 
not believe an unconstitutional level of healthcare exists in 
our state prisons. (Republicans are prepared to go to the Su-
preme Court on these two issues). 

“In fact, the death rate is higher for California’s released fel-
ons than for state prisoners. This is not surprising when you 
consider California spends $14,000 per year per inmate on 
healthcare, which does not include the cost for housing and 
feeding these inmates. 

“Additionally, California’s inmate mortality rate is ranked as 
38th in the nation, whereas Pennsylvania is 3rd and the 
judges used Pennsylvania prison officials as experts in their 
decision making. 

“It’s also important to point out that the information the fed-
eral judges are relying on to make their decisions is extremely 
outdated and fails to take into account recently made im-
provements to health care. 

“Here’s a thought: If these federal judges truly believe the 
prisons are overcrowded they should move the 30,000 illegal 
immigrant felons in state prison to federal custody immedi-
ately.” 

Note: 
The California Federation of Republican Women last year went on 
the record in the Senate Committee on Public Safety about the 
importance of sending illegal immigrants out of the state prisons 
to the custody of ICE and the Federal Justice System.  
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Dear Friends, 

Here is a press release that I wrote this afternoon regarding the 
budget agreement. I hope that other Republican Party, conser-
vative, and libertarian organizations will pursue similar state-
ments. I am especially hopeful that the more courageous 
among our several County Republican Party organizations will 
pursue as such, since we cannot hope to revitalize the Republi-
can Party in California unless we are very clearly on the side of 
the taxpayers and thus willing to condemn those, regardless of 
their party registration, who violate such trust. A Republican 
Party that stands for nothing inevitably descends into nothing-
ness.  

Sincerely, 
Michael Erickson, Chairman 
Sonoma County Republican Party 
532 College Avenue, Suite 3 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
  

The Sonoma County Republican Party strongly condemns 
the budget agreement, which has been passed recently in 
the California State Legislature. While we agree that there 
is a pressing need to overcome the budget deficit, we be-
lieve that the taxpayers themselves should not be pun-
ished for the undisciplined, special interest focused spend-
ing spree that all too often prevails in the Democrat con-
trolled California State Legislature. 
Furthermore, we believe that the tax increases most likely 
will diminish revenue, since a lot of businesses will be 
forced to leave the State in order to make ends meet. As we 
have a special concern for the economic welfare of our 
working and middle class citizens, we condemn in particu-
lar the regressive nature of many of the increased taxes 
and fees, such as the sales’ tax and the car registration fee. 
This budget will restrict economic recovery and hurt the 
most vulnerable among us. Only the self-interested 
“government party” that prevails in Sacramento should be 
happy, since higher taxes and fees exist primarily to feed 
the beast of an ever larger and more intrusive state govern-
ment. 
The Sonoma County Republican Party furthermore cen-
sures those turncoat Republicans, who abandoned Repub-
lican Party principles and their own campaign pledges not 
to raise taxes, in return for a budget that promises to 
spread more misery rather than to foster new prosperity. In 
particular, we censure Senators Abel Maldonado and Dave 
Cogdill as the ringleaders of this sham and urge all voters 
to remember how they violated the public trust. 
As Sonoma County Republican Party Chairman Michael 
Erickson remarks: “There is no doubt that the taxpayers of 
California, and especially our working and middle classes, 
are the real losers in this budget. The prospect of an “open 
primary,” which has been inserted as a part of the agree-
ment, will make matters only worse over time, since it will 
derail the accountability that comes from having real, multi
-party representation on general election ballots. I hope 
that all Republican Party organizations will condemn both 
this budget, and the “open primary” concept, so as to rally 
voters of all stripes against these ills.”    
    

###  

 
 

About Heritage 
The Heritage Foundation is the nation’s most 
broadly supported public policy research institute, 
with more than 396,000 individual, foundation 
and corporate donors. Heritage, founded in Febru-
ary 1973, has a staff of 244 and an expense 
budget of $61 million. 
 
Our Mission 
To formulate and promote conservative public 
policies based on the principles of free enterprise, 
limited government, individual freedom, tradi-
tional American values, and a strong national de-
fense. 
 
Where We Stand 
The Heritage Foundation is committed to building 
an America where freedom, opportunity, prosper-
ity and civil society flourish. 
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FEDERAL 
COMMANDER AND CHIEF 
Barack Hussein Obama II (D) 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500  
Comment Line:   202-456-1111 
Switchboard: 202-456-1414  
Fax: 202-456-2461 
www.whitehouse.gov 
president@whitehouse.gov 
 
U. S. SENATE 
BARBARA BOXER (D) 
1700 Montgomery St., Suite 240 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415) 403-0100; Fax 415-956-6701 
senator@boxer.senate.gov 
 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN (D) 
525 Market St., Rm. 3670 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 393-0707; Fax 202-228-3954 
senator@feinstein.senate.gov  

 
U. S. HOUSE 
MIKE THOMPSON,  
DISTRICT 1 
NAPA DISTRICT OFFICE 
1040 Main Street, Suite 101 
Napa, CA 94559 
Phone: (707) 226-9898 
Fax: (707) 251-9800 
 
LYNN WOOLSEY,  
DISTRICT 6 
Sonoma Office: 
1101 College Avenue 
Suite 200 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
Ph.:  707-542-7182 
 
STATE 
GOVERNOR  
ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER 
State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: 916-445-2841 

Fax: 916-445-4633 
To send an Electronic Mail please visit: 
http://www.govmail.ca.gov 
 
STATE SENATE  
PATRICIA WIGGINS,  
DISTRICT  2 
State Capitol Room 4081 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
District Office:  
50 D. Street, Ste. 120-A 
Santa Rosa, CA  95404 
(707) 576 2771 
 
CAROLE MIGDEN,  
DISTRICT 3   
State Capitol Room 2059 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
District office:   
3501 Civic Center Dr.,  
Room 425,  
San Rafael Ca 94903     
Ph:  415-479-6612  
Website www.sen.ca.gov/migden 

 
ASSEMBLY 
JARED HUFFMAN, 
DISTRICT 6 
County of Marin 
3501 Civic Center Drive, Rm 412 
San Rafael, CA  94903 
(415) 479-4920 
 
NOREEN EVANS,  
DISTRICT 7 
Santa Rosa 
50 D Street, Suite 301 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
(707) 546-4500 
COUNTY 
SUPERVISOR VALERIE BROWN 
County Administration Building 
575 Administration Dr. Room 100A, Santa 
Rosa,  
CA 95403 
Main Office (707) 565-2241 

GOVERNMENT   CONTACTS 

CFRW GOVERNING BOARD 

CFRW President 
Kathleen Brugger 
6815 Foxtail Court 
Etiwanda, CA  91739 
(909) 560-3223 
kbrugger1@mindspring.com 
president@cfrw.org 
 
President Northern Division 
Liz Froelich 
lizfroelich@sbcglobal.net 
www.cfrwnorhterndivision.org 
 
 
 

Region XI Director 
Edelweiss Geary 
707-525-8085 
esgeary@sbcglobal.net 
 
Legislative Advocate Office 
Michelle P. Connor 
1225 8th Street, Ste. 342 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
(916) 442-4084 
advocate@cfrw.org 
 

President 
Shirley Sadler, Ohio 
s.sadler@nfrw.org 
 
1st Vice President 
Sue Lynch, Wisconsin 
kells52@aol.com 
 
2nd Vice President 
Jane Lane, New Hampshire 
jlane@cheshire.net 
 
3rd Vice President 
Sharon Sollenbarger,  
Colorado 
srsollen@aol.com 

4th Vice President 
Rae Lynne Chornenky, 
Arizona 
rlc@chornenkylaw.com 
Secretary 
Jeannine Long, Oklahoma 
jeaniology@cox.net 
 
Treasurer 
Tricia Greene, Arkansas 
pgreene@tulanealumni.net 
Parliamentarian 
Jan Kennady 
djkennady@axs4u.net 
 
 

NFRW GOVERNING BOARD 
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Websites of interest 
NFRW   www.nfrw.org 
CFRW   www.cfrw.org 
CA Assembly  www.assembly.ca.gov 
CA Senate   www.sen.ca.gov 
CA Republican Party  www.cagop.org 
US House of Rep.  www.house.gov 
US Senate   www.senate.gov 
Rep Nat’l Comm  www.rnc.org 
KSFO Radio   www.ksfo.560.com 
Repub. Party of Sonoma Cnty www.sonomagop.org 
The American Conservative www.conservative.org 
Political Vanguard  www.politicalvanguard.com 
The American Conservative Union www.conservative.org 
Numbers USA  www.numbersusa.com 
Fact Check   www.factcheck.org 

Call-In Shows 
 

KSFO 560 AM   707-808-5600 
 Lee Rodgers  707-808-5600 
 Brian Sussman  707-808-5600 
 Rush Limbaugh  800-282-2882 
                (fax)  212-563-9166 
 Sean Hannity  800-941-7326 
 Mark Levin  877-381-3811 
 Barbara Simpson 707-808-5600 
 Roger Hedgecock 877-847-6437 
 Rabbi Daniel Lapin 415-808-5600 
KNEW 910 AM 
 Armstrong & Getty 866-311-8255 
 Dennis Miller  866-993-3664 
 The Savage Nation 800-449-8255 
KSTE 650 AM (Sacramento) 
 The Radio Factor w/ 800-966-7746 
  Bill O’Reilly 
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BEAUTIFUL SKIN AT ANY AGE! 
Skin to Dry? Too Oily? Too many fine lines? 

 
Let me help you find an excellent skin care program with Mary Kay©  

products formulated for your type of skin—safe for sensitive skin–  
money-back guarantee. 

Call for a free skin care consultation today! 

Mary Logasa 
Independent Mary Kay© Beauty Consultant 

957 Fairway Drive, Sonoma 
Phone: 935-7743 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
ANN YOUNG       

BETTY SHERER      

Tasting Room Open Daily 10-5 pm 
      Bocce Ball & Picnic Area 
      23355 Millerick Road 

 

HORIZOHORIZONN  BUILDERSBUILDERS    
& HOME  RENOVATION& HOME  RENOVATION  
K I T C H E N   &  B A T H K I T C H E N   &  B A T H   

S P E C I A L I S T S P E C I A L I S T   
 

 
Chris Grippi 

572 Fourth St. East 
Sonoma, CA 95476 

Ph:     707-935-0767 
Fax:     707-938-4688 
Cell:     707-799-7815 
Lic: # 758694 B, C-6 

Travel with Barbara 
Barbara A. Dawson, CTC & MCC 
707-996-7361 
Custom Travel Arrangements 
Cruises & Tours  
Consultation online & by appointment  
dawsonoma@sbcglobal.net 
CLIA#00611892, CST#2085984 

 
 

 
Betsy Ennis 

Cell: (510) 917-4918 
Office: (707) 938-1999 x101 

Toll Free: 1-800-938-1922 • Fax: (707) 938-1955 
34 West Spain Street (on the Plaza)  Sonoma, CA  95476 

www.realestateinsonoma.com 

Creating Healthier Lives ™                               

   Join the Green Team, 
Use Earth Friendly,  

Biodegradable  
Household Products     Judith Landa 

1990 East Napa Street* Sonoma, CA  95476 

Tel:707.931.2205 * Fax: 707.931.2205 

JudyL8@comcast.net 

Advertising 

Paul’s Painting Service 
Licensed—Bonded—Insured, Cal. Lic. #732383 

(707) 939-1352 
Paul A. Dorsey—Owner 

         848 Princeton Drive, Sonoma, CA  95476  

Interior 
Residential 
Sheetrock Repairs 
 

Power Washing 
Staining 
Exterior 
Commercial 

Wood Replacement 
Deck Cleaning 
Varnishing 

Advertising costs:  January to December $25 for 
entire year (no prorating for mid-year participation).  

Please make your check, for $25,  payable to  
SVRWF (please write “Advertising” in memo space) and 

send with your business card to: 
 Tina Grippi/Newsletter Editor  

572 4th St. E. , Sonoma, CA  95476 
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T H E  
R E A L  E S T A T E  

C O M P A N Y  

 

Carol Sue Werner, LUTCF, CPACarol Sue Werner, LUTCF, CPA  
Financial Services Professional* 
CA Ins. Lic. # 0E71539 

New York Life Insurance CompanyNew York Life Insurance Company  
Licensed Agent 
16690 Arnold Drive 
Sonoma, CA  95476 
Tel. 707-935-2135  Cel. 707-479-4043 
Fax 707-935-1221 
cswerner@ft.newyorklife.com 
 

The Company You Keep* 

BARBARA ANN DAWSON 
Notary Public — State of California 

Mobile Service—North Bay 
ID verification & certification 

707-996-7361 
Mobile Service throughout California 

Commission #1660574 
(April 26, 2006-April 25, 2010) 

Martyjohnson@accentondesign.com 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
MARCH 2009 

 LUNCHEON MEETING  THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2009 THE LODGE AT SONOMA  
  SPEAKER FRED LACOSSE     11AM REGISTRATION, 11:30AM SPEAKER,  
         LUNCH TO FOLLOW 
  CHECK DUE SATURDAY, MARCH 7 
 BOARD MEETING   TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2009  9 AM SONOMA HILLS RETIREMENT HOME  
 NORTHERN DIVISION SPRING CONFERENCE MARCH 13-14  RED LION, REDDING           

APRIL 2009 
 LUNCHEON MEETING  THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2009  THE LODGE AT SONOMA  
  SPEAKER DR. CHARLIE SELF (AKA DR. HISTORY)  11 AM REGISTRATION, 11:30 AM SPEAKER, 
         LUNCH TO FOLLOW 

MAY 2009 
  

 CFRW 34TH ADVOCACY WORKSHOP  MAY 3-5, 2009  SACRAMENTO HYATT REGENCY AT CAPITOL PARK 
  AND SPRING ‘09 BOARD OF DIR. MTG 

REPUBLICAN WOMEN CLUB MEETINGS IN REGION XI 
Lake County Republican Women, Federated—meets alternating 2nd Wed.& 2nd Sat. (www.lakecoutyrwf.tripod.com) 

Marin Republican Women, Federated—meets fourth Wednesday of each month (www.maringop.org) 
Napa Valley Republican Women, Federated—meets second Thursday of each month (www.napagop.org) 

Napa Vintage Republican Women, Federated—(information 707-554-4710) 
Upper Napa Republican Women, Federated—(Marjorie Preston 707-226-2914) 

Santa Rosa Republican Women, Federated—meets  fourth Tuesday of each month (www.srrwf.org) 
Novato Republican Women, Federated—meets third Tuesday of each month (www.novatorwf.org) 

Fred LaCosse at the SVRWF LUNCHEON MARCH 12TH 


